HEZEKIAH MOSCOW

(Ching Ghook)

e 1862 - born
e 1854 - Chinese migrant workers — indentured - began to arrive in Jamaica, making it possible
that he was mixed race.

Hezekiah Moscow was, most likely, “Ezekiah Mascoe”. | believe his surname was Mascoe, but
sounded like Moscow to the Cockney ear when said with a Jamaican accent. I've come to this
conclusion through purely circumstantial evidence.... that there is a concentration of an Afro-
Caribbean Family from St Andrew’s, Stoney Hill, Kingston, Jamaica, and although the evidence
for this is circumstantial, | believe that this was Hezekiah’s family of origin.

The surname Mascoe, and the Christian name “Ezekiah” (Hezekiah) was prominent within that
family at exactly the time that Hezekiah was born and on through the time when he was most
famous. Interestingly it seems that there were not always birth records for all births, perhaps
because of illegitimacy, for children born in the 1860s, some only turning up in the records when
they married, and my theory is that Hezekiah was one of these. A number of men in the family
joined the British Army and traveled abroad, and some eventually came to England in later years.
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e Moscow was a teenage ship’s cabin boy, travelling the world and he arrived here at about

the age of 19 (Where Did You Go, Hezekiah Moscow? The Life and Times of Ching Hook (Part I: 1882-
87) - grapplingwithhistory.com - by Sarah Elizabeth Cox)

Record
1882

THE METREOPOLITAN, DOWNHAM-ROAD, KINGSLAND - ROAD
(Proprietor, Mr. Moseley). — The final heat of the 9st com-
petit.on will take place on Monday rnext, May B, between G.
Satchell, Beaky Smith, Ching Ghook (the black), when Mr, Walter
Ricardo will attend and present the winner with the prize, The
Sporting Life will appoint a referee,

‘The Sporting Life’: 6™ May 1882

In May 1882 there was a Newspaper report of a black boxer named “Ching Ghook” in May 1882, described as “the
black” fighting at the Metropolitan Pub in London, Hezekiah was taking part in the final heat of a 9 stone (i.e. 126
pound) category.

Mentioning the fact that he was black was to add to the novelty and draw a bigger crowd, as most Londoners, outside
of those who lived in the Docks, or who had served onboard ship or in the army had never seen a black person in the
flesh, and this would have peeked the curiosity of the average Londoner.

Although somewhat uncomfortable to our ears, the term was not necessarily meant as a derogatory term, rather it was
descriptive, and was meant to create excitement and draw the crowds, to create a “gimmick” to encourage gambling
and the backing of certain boxers (even though such gambling was illegal). The use of a nickname was not unusual at
the time, and one of the other competitors was a man named “Beaky” Smith, most likely because he had a big nose!
Punters didn’t want to see boring boxers, that craved men with a good back story, or that stood out in some other way.

In September 1882, there was a Newspaper report of a boxer named “Ching Hook” alongside a number of other boxers
(including one other West Indian boxer named Alec Monroe) fighting at the Goldsmith’s Arms London, every Saturday
and Monday evening. This implies exhibition matches rather than competitive, so the boxers would have been receiving
some sort of payment rather than a prize purse, otherwise there is no way that they would have been able to have fought

to such a regular timetable due to injuries.
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7 Oct Obe Attenbury Exh 3 ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields
Bye - first series — 9st. 4lb.competition
BOXING.

—_—

COMPETITION AT THE EAST-END.

BMr. W, C. Lewis's saloon, which has just been redecorated for the
scason, at the Bluecoat Boy, Dorset-street, Spitalfields, was
patronised by a numerous company last Sal y eveni when a
silver cup was offered by the proprietor for competition belween
six selocted lads. The accep ones were Reuben Baster, Bill
Newton, Ching Ghook (the “sable Chinaman”), Sidney Baker,
Willinm Baxter. and Bob Nevill. After the draw had taken place,
and Bill Carter had been selected as referee, and Mr. J. Vanner as
timekceper, the competition was commenced., LVirss Bout: W.

winner, and “Sugar” Goodson the loser. Third Bout: Ching
Ghook sparred a very amusing bye with Obe Attenbury, Nevill,
(.}:pwktz oppt:mnt. lle;l.A too unv‘e‘lhl to f:;nrt?. T not now

i me to conclu com poned
ullt'_;_f Baturday mnext, Oe(obetplttl. ,'nnmu:ow:'v.onpm some

‘The Sporting Life’: 19" October 1882

14 Oct William Baxter W pts 3 ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields
Semi-final — 9st. 4lb.competition
14 Oct Reuben Baxter L pts 3 ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields

Final — 9st. 4Ib.competition

Boxine AT SPiTALFIELDS, —Last Saturday the final bouts
of a 9st 4lb competition (the preliminaries of which had
been got throngh a week previous) were decided at the
Bluecoat Boy, Dorset-street, Spitalfields. Three competi-
tors were left in, viz, R. Baxter, Ching Ghook, and W.
Baxter. The first-named drew the bye, and Ching Ghook
beat W. Baxter easily ; the final, however, was a very
pear thing, and uitimately R. Baxter, who, of course, was
the fresher of the two, gained the verdict. There was also
some capital exhibition sparring. 7 7 |

‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’: 215t October 1882

24 Oct Alex Munro Exh. 3 ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields

Benefit to Bill Newton
Bill Newton Exh. 3

‘The Sportsman’: 26" October 1882

25 Oct Alec Munro Exh. 3 Old Mile End Gate Tavern
Sugar Goodson Exh. 3 Old Mile End Gate Tavern
TOWER HAMLETS AND EAST LONDON Doy, (‘Lin -
8st 6! competition, commenced on Tuesdar evening, Octoner 15
was brought to a successfal eanclusion at ths Old Mite.py cre .
Tavern on Wednesday evening last. Keturn —Sooind 1 - "

Tov wevis avwma Cmsiyu. EFIUSI AWES Deal JLiner. Seiops' a0l
known boxers set-to during the evening. the follow 12 m,:..‘.' e
mittens:—Ching Ghook and Alec Munroe, TalTy ‘o Wi s . 14



30 Oct

11 Nov

14 Nov

28 Nov

1883

V' MATE, UDUIAT N ULLBKE and dDAunderss Noiice, Sizqr (
and c‘"% Ghook, &c., &c. Mr, H. Green was rofo-se
Farrell L

- vy
*% p",’,u
. And 4 4

‘The Sporting Life’: 28" October 1882

Bill Newton Exh. 3 ‘The Goldsmiths’ Arms’, Little Sutton Street,

YW! t {u hi e bl:lﬁrlhl‘. : X

igh d thi A ba e

ptag Ty v i Wi ST oy Bpuaty
n. 's

street, Clerkenwell, .'m:competition was for amateurs under Dst,

. WO WAS reieree. In the course of the some

good exhibition boxing was shown hy the following :;‘a‘i’msobooi

v. W. Newton. D. Cox v. George rts. the brothers Bob and
‘The Sporting Life’: 315t October 1882

W. Tyson Exh. 3 ‘The Goldsmiths’ Arms’, Little Sutton Street,

DICK ROBERTS' @st COMPETITION.

On Saturday eveniug last the suloon attached to Mr, W, Ward’
the Goldsmiths’ Arms, Little Sutton-street, Clntrenvell. n.l‘

crowded in eve the ,
for Sut men, Srgried by Toe ey Slimotion Being & com

Durlnf the evening some excellent exhibition sparring was in-

dulged in betweea tho brothers Tom and Sam Longer, Ching

Ghook and W, Tyson, Jem Gorme and J. Borrell. Arthur Cooner
‘The Sporting Life’:14"" November 1882

) ~ Benefit postponed o

CuiNG Guoox's BExkriT.—This coloured boxer (the winmer
of halfl & dozen competitions) was to have taken his first benefit
Jast night (Tuesday) at Mr. W. Maydon's, the Old Mile-End Gate
Tavern, Whitechapel-road, but clthough his brosher pugs wustored
in good force (nmongslt whom we notwed the ever-obligicg Joe
Furrell, Aloc Munroe, Mike Pollock, Roach, Newton, Wolsh, &e.),
the public did not attend ip suficient numbers to make the alfuir
asuccess. This was probably owing to three other entertuimuents
21‘ this é:lh:s taking p u;e “t'tl :v s:anc time. It n's therefore deemed

visable to postpone it unti nesday next, November 22 when
all tickets issued will beavaulable. it i l&

‘The Sporting Life’:15" November 1882

BENEPIT T0 GEORGE STEADMAM.~This well-known lad unfor-
tunately broke his lex some time sivce, and a benelit has been
organised for him, which is fixed to take place on Monday evening,
the27th inst., at Mrs. Napper's, the Five Inkhorns, New Nichol-
street, Shoreditch, when a competition for a handsome cup will
be sparred for by Alec Munroe and Ching Ghook, M.C.s, Ben
}\'ell:b and George Nottage, Wind-upbetween Steadman and Sam
Jroker,

‘The Sporting Life’:215* November 1882

O. Kingston Exh. 3 ‘Lord Palmerston’, Stayner’s Road, Mile End

JACK EWEN'S COMPETITIONS.

Yesternight (Tuesday) this clever boxer, who has been the victue
in several well-contested competitions, was accorded a complimen.
tary benefit at Mr. Gammage's, the Lord Palmerston, Stayner's.
road, Mile-End-road, on which occasion his patrons gave two han!.
some prizes, to be competed for by umateurs not exceeding Sst, an
professionals at fst 61 respectively. The large saloon was filled 1

T During tervals the following gave evidence of ie okill
&':%‘Rlih;;-m. Cable v. (? Smtth.ell. \'lttllt‘lol‘" : ng
itchell, lw v. 4. Miluer, H, Hughes v. C. Ewen, and o
Kingston v. Ching Ghook.

e

‘The Sporting Life’:29" Nove;ber 1882

tition
y the custodian of the room, Dick Roberts,

Clerkenwell

Clerkenwell



20 Jan 2" place in 880 yards handicap race

'HELSEA BATHS GYMNASIUM

880 Yaups Hasvicar.—Second serics: Heat 1;
Moss INJUI- start, 1; W. Vemnon 55, 2; Joe Vemg
40, 3. on easily; a bad third.—Heat 2: R.

88, 1; Chiug Ghook 110, 2. Won easily.—Heat 3: ¢

‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’: 27%" January 1883

2 May Jem Chamberlain Exh. 3 Old Mile End Gate, 174, Whitechapel Road
First series - 10st competition
2 May G. Nottage L pts 3 Old Mile End Gate, 174, Whitechapel Road

Final - 10st competition
MR. BALLAM'S COMPETI:IOXN.
Yesterday (Wedncsday) there was a good wuster at Me, W,
Mozdow's, the Old Mile-Bud Guate, 174 W hutechapel-road, to
witness the (nal bout of un Sst 4ld, aud & 1Ust comipetition in ils
entirety.  Results:—1lust Competition.—First Boui: (. Nottage
beat W, Spinks,  Second Bout: Ching Ghook sparred a bye with
Jemn Chawmwberlsin, . Final: Nottage beat Ching Ghook. Sst 416
‘The Sporting Life’: 3" May 1883

24 May J.T. Godfrey Exh. 3 ‘The Griffin’, Shoreditch

-y ‘- J?cx !AIIT“LB!'S llllll'u‘.w :

is sometime famous pugi whose last encoun thin t

“mgio circle” was with &033-." of nmtmnn.:zgs.}"ufg

teon took a as

ovening :-"2"."‘%\. The. Grifiin,. Shorediteh, - when tha

following hucnnn I('cood exhibitions :—~Prof. Dunbar, Alec.

}‘“‘ Baxter, Mr. M%J. Grifliths, Jack Clark, E.
. Baxter, Jem Hartloy, W. Smith, J.;.e«u and

Ching >k (& grand spar), Sam Baxter and Miley Hall, Joe

‘The Sporting Life’: 25" May 1883

29 May Walter Pickard W pts 3 Alexandra Rink, Nottingham
Semi-final — all-England 10st. 41b. competition
29 May George Wilson L pts 3 Alexandra Rink, Nottingham
Final — all-England 10st. 4Ib. competition
31 May Owen Hannan Exh. 3 ‘The Griffin’, Shoreditch

: GEORGE CROCKETT'S BENEFIT.

This well-known pugilist, who, besides having fizured with more
than average success it about a score buttles within the magic
circle, rests his claim to popularity on the fact thet when en-
counters with the “ raw-'un’s " were #s common as glove competi-
tions are nowadays. he was deemed good enough to ho pitted
against the redoubtable Jem Mace, took a couiplimentary
bencfit last Thursday evenine, at Mr. Riley's, the Grifflin,
Shoreditch. As was to be cxpected there was a numerous
attendance, the spacious ball being thoroughly well fiilcd, mapy
of the uotabilities of a bygono era being present, promi-
nent amonast whow were Jemmy Shaw, Joe Rowe, Bos Tyler,
Simon Pinighty, G. Robert's, sen., &e. The competition adver-
tised to take place was postponed, owing to the fact that only
two “pugs” (Owen Hannan and Ching Ghook) out of the six en-
tered put in an appearance, This waos 211 the more to be recretted.

sucn prizes usually are, Despite Lhis omission, & capilal night's
entertainment’” was yprovided, any quantity of Loxers turn-
ing up to render such assistance as they mighi, The
following gave exhibitions:—Bos Furze and Ned Donnelly, R.
Baxter and Ted Gobby, Alec Munro and R. Dunbar, W, Baxter
and Jem Boots, Guttridze and Greenlield, G. Gregg and J. M‘Cor-
mack, the Brothers Laxton, Ching Glicok and O. Hannan (tho
most interesting Lout of the evening), Bob Peathers and J. Wils

‘The Sporting Life’: 2" June 1883

4 Sep Harry Mead Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Little Anchor Street, Shoreditch



17 Oct

23 Oct

25 Oct

25 Oct

26 Nov

JEM GOODE'S BENEFIT (CONTINUED).
That famous trysting place for bexers and backers g
that glorions olden time which has been #0 laboriously
written up by the pessimists in sport—who affect to lelig
[that ** everthing that is, is wrong''—the Bloe Avcur,
| Little Anchor-street, Shoreditch, where decent liquor and

following noted boxers, amateur and Erufnmml. gite
exhibitions -—Owen Harman and Jack Clarke, Youug
Bendoph and Cox (of lslington), Coddy Mildiege acl
George Parish (of Haggerston), Tom Symonds aud Fut
Condon, Obe Atterbury and ‘1. Goodson, Smith and P'reston,
Bill Goode and Mr. Gridiths (amateur), J. Henley and Jew
Laxton, Ching Ghook and Harry Mead (th, Jatter & really
briliant spar). The wind-up, which was. a8 advertisel,
‘The Sporting Life’: 6" September 1883

Jack Davenport Exh. 3 ‘The OId Apollo’, Hare Street, Brick Lane

e 1 d.mg.r:r n‘?més 9st COMPETITION.

n nesday, at Mr. Cusack’s, the Ol s, 0

Brick-larie, was t{cridcd the serond”rcund alldA ptftixlal' ll{m:? s.}‘n.‘cbt...

::?lv:b ?‘(:nmin?‘réhc:.;nmenu;l ?n Monday, Cetober 8, when it
accoun i o

hod § Duwxlap:o— O of anaccident to the raised plat.

In aldition to the competition,” the following eslubited thei
skill with the zloves:—Ching Ghook and D.\veuport\ ‘:'xb::;gl:-l:gs
port d black), Alec Roberts and Jem Swith, the Brothers Bax ter.

‘The Sporting Life’: 19" October 1883

Alec Roberts Exh. 3 ‘The Devonshire Arms’, Ironmonger Row, St Luke’s.

W. Warder Exh. 3 Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road
Bye bout in 9st. amateur competition
Snowball Exh. 3 Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road

PROFESSOR E. KELLY'S COMPETITION.
Last evening (Thursday) there was a good attendance at the
Seabright Music Hall, Hill-street, Hackney-road, on the occasion
of a competition, open to amateurs not exceeding 9st, for a silver

cup, under the usual rules. Considerin
the season promoted by the Professor, the
itied their intention of competing, but several s:ecded.

»

having signi

%thns was the first event of
ere was a large entry, ten

d the results were as follows ;—
m&m Competitior‘{.—l-‘irst. Bout : M, Dooley sparred a smart bye
with H. Brown. Second Bout: W. Warder (of St. Luke’s) sparred
a light bye with Ching Ghook. Third Bout: H. Cooper beat W.

- -

ibition boxing by W. Baxter v. A.” Cheese, E. Jones v. W,
ﬁt::%t\lg? Hook \-.A.y Dickson, Bundy v. Bartram, Ching Ghook v.

Snow

Arthur Cooper

all, Yorker v. J. Sawyer, and others concluded a good enter-

‘The Sporting Life’: 26" October 1883

W pts 3

‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
First series — all-England 10st. 4lb. competition



PROFESSIONAL 103t <1 COMPETITION AT

SHOREDITCH,
ONE of the compelitions periodically held at the old
sporting house of Mr W. Lichar'son, the Blue Anchor,
Churchistreet, Shoreditch, was off ju the usual

style last ovening. The prize money al stake for the suc
ces-ful ones arwounted to 11/, aud eight men wore sclected

to box for the prizes. The weeting partvos mme of the
Ching Ghook beat Arthur Cooper,—The tirst-nawmed

went for his man, but Cooy er, tlnhﬂar:—k
kept him o and scoved .m Ia the scoond
round, Conper still showed best. Jut before the call of

‘The Referee’: 2" December 1883

26 Nov Pat Condon W pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
Semi-final — all-England 10st. 4Ib. competition
Secoxp Rouxp, Ghook beat Condon.—In the
firs: vound C il an bad a shade the best of
the The however, would not be
and worked away with and awd

‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 2" December 1883



The first series ha come to an end, the names of the
four winners were put in s hat and drawn out By
this means it was discovered that Ghook have to
meet Condon, and Picton Maciarlane. As was

tussle. His

Condon, who is much more at home with » man who will
stand well up to him and force the Condon did his
best, and once or twice, as he to his work, looked like

i
g
!—

‘The Referee’: 2" December 1883

27 Nov Jim Pickton L pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
Final - all-England 10st. 4Ib. competition

‘The Sportsman’: 28" November 1883

who accordingly received the award. The final between
Picton and tboybhck man was another exceptionally cx?:
ﬁ:}ud an extra round had to be ordered, which
resulted just the least little bit possible in Picton’s favour,
and that gentleman was accordingly awarded first prize,
The black’s fine show had, however, so prepossessed the com-
myinhhhvourthstuoportmnprmn. t at once gave
o soversign, aod, tho example being thus el b
showered upon lukydagz‘?omtﬂgm This, with
the £4 he took as second made pecuniary reward
ment of the competition was of the excellent description
customary at this house.
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 2" December 1883



muuuuu-&nur—l
to be completely his master, Picton, by means of mpid
plexion of alflairs. So battle went on the thres
rounds, which sometimes it looked odds oa one,
sometimes on the other. Had the bout come to an
eod in the middle of the third round, Ghook would bave
—?‘:unamrmw
“ﬂl—c‘u-dh“wl&
to express an either way. Thus » round
bad to be »t the end of which, although there was
'*ht"ﬂhnhﬁl“lhh&;‘-d‘
.".‘."t.".:.. uf-u have Seen @eye mile
e A
ﬁbﬁ:‘“- vrb::c.
.‘M&-‘ made ihhhhu-.. J
hw“:h-&.hom.

‘The Referee’: 2" December 1883

19 Dec J. Millison Exh. 3 ‘The Griffin’, High Street, Shoreditch

_ C. CHEESE'S BENEPFIT.

This clever young boxer, who hias played a prominent part n
several competitions, and so recently as Monday won the prin-
cipal prize in & £10 competition, was accorded a complimentary
benefit last nightat Mr. J. Riley's larze saloon, the Grtin, High.

street, Shored:tch, on which occasion he was well patronised by the |
general public, and his brother ionals also eppeared in |
strong mm*“ most_prominent of those who uhismd thail:l

Amateur: T, Fhurgood v. J. Picton; Ching Ghook v, J. Millison
(Saw Mill,; T. Rowan v. J. Freeman; C..‘Burcholl : g rmﬂ
‘The Sporting Life’: 20" December 1883

1884

What we know is that he first appeared in his role as a Lion/Bear Tamer in 1884 at the East London Aquarium immediately
after the previous incumbent, another West Indian named “Alicamousa” who left the Aquarium sometime in 1882/1883.
It appears that the two men were known to each other, and seems likely that Alicamousa either recruited or at least
trained Hezekiah Moscow as his replacement as an animal tamer at the East London Aquarium, allowing Alicamousa to
take his now perfected act further afield.

However the first mention of him at the East London Aquarium was under the pseudonym “Ching Hooke” in December
1883, ready for the Christmas season, advertised as performing several times daily “with the Bears, Wolves, and
Hyenas”.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog
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East London Aquarium

LIONS PERFORM DAILY
AT 3.7.& 930,

— e _— — —_— - -
. - 1@, |
ic speech, described the
to which the admission was unl{ Penny, was a marvel, There was natu East London Aquarium as a marvellous institution in the midst of a multilude
history and science for the million, there were wax.works and also a theatre, is

of people, ana opened at a price which bﬂnPleth‘In ml::zi!:o’: all. A
n now becom!

Sir JOHN BENNETT in Openlnslha New Additions said * That the Instituf “Sir JOHN BENNETT, in a very characteristh
ne
ou!
Vide Society, Deccmber, 7h, 1881

He congratulated the Proprietor on his judgment. enterprise and liberal outlay.” the coin of the le, he said, and he
5 il Gty Prsy Dian . 881 T Z Yo ble.” &

tespectable and even fashionable.

33 2
g2 iz
ol m
42 =2
3k P
b 4
5l E
Lo i
gk &
Th *a’j
B2 EEo
25s : §€§
_'5';}! PE DAILY = E
i gs UNDER NEW MANAGEMEN ‘ AT 78850, i g
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in the neighbourhood in which it is situated.” ndon, sources of amusement being vayx limited in
Vide

f
#This place of entertainment has becomae exceedingly and, it may be added, ] “The exhibition is well worthy a visit, and is calculated ln“be a decided
deservedly popular ity boon to d indeed.
a Sir John Benuett's Speeck. Duily News, December Indy 1881, The Citizen, December dnd, 1851,
\

2 Feb

‘Nottingham Journal’: 4" February 1884



ALLEGED CRUELTY AT THE EASTV i s -

e ONDON AQUARIUM. here, yot u% Bas published and wrersly
T the Bditor of ths Bonovon or Hackwuy Exrasss  Commented upon

end Smonzpirce Ossznves.

all sese of Fortunately,  was dismiss d apon a tachaical point, for boen
h.ﬁ-q.h;-nh:bd-.: I thank ::’ &\H.:l. Md it p-“hu“h"
you .
i wu& On Friday obtain justice oven if delayed. The -
the 1st Moscow, an of mine,  magistrate hinself has commooted “ mis-
-Md-t-h-t-dh-lﬁ for  Jeading' and * -n.-u»an.-u.
Preveation of to Animals i uuu-u‘ courss, have not boen made public.
mﬁ*u.ﬂ- bealing them with & whip. 1 only sek Justics, for “a fair field and no
g g by an oficer named Ulling g oour” With this given me T am confident thet
who -'i-h'c:d-l-—htbm it will be preved that my establishment has boon
w sumerous witnesses of ey unwarnntably sspersed.—I am, Sir, your
veracity fo prove that Utting's  ghedient servent, Eowaxp G. Bix,
Seieatile ot To wovs e fhe S wnd o St ok Sueaten, Midvpupte.
unloaded ordinary light whip, opes to anyone's 7, 1884,

E
4
£
E
]
5

CHARGE AGAINST A LION-TAMER. Moscow came out of the den and clesed the gate.
At Worship Street Police Court, London, on Witness then weat near the cage, and could plainiy |
see the effects of the defendsnt’s viclence on the
Saturday, Hezekish Moscow (25), described as a animals. Ove had wounds on its head, and the |
“lion-tamer,” employed at the East London i
others bore wheals about their bodies. The witn
Aquarium, in Bisho sppeared in answer to concluded by detailing his conversation with the
a summons at the instance of Royal Society for defendant after the performance, sad with the
the Prevention of Cruelty to An for having mu who said f: he knew of any cruelly
cruelly ill-treated a certain d animal, to he at once stop it.—Cross-examined
wit, & bear.—The defendant, ‘‘s man of colour,™ Mr. Blackwell: Did you go into the cago!
ve an address at Pope’s Head Court, Spital- )—Witness: No, I did met; but I wil
g:ld-. He pleaded not qnilz. and Mr. Bhnﬁ:h in if you'll come as well. (Loud lsughter.)—
barrister, appeared on his f.—Mr. Blaock . Blackwell: Ouly answer my question.—The
h.ﬂnﬁ taken some preliminary objections,— witness said he had no opportunity of seeing the
Eli Udden,

officer of the wmociety, then w-catuno«lhuyvumwthomm-
stated: At seven p.m. on BSatarday, Jan. gh.—-“xdummukmhoputoumm
of instructions, i GI'M

East London I strange much less a den of bears?"'—Why
iioﬁ“:nhsupm'ﬁwntmbo:: “-uhh;sdn of bears ! "—I don't
The animals were in poor condition, ene was seo the sense of that.—Counsel: Answer the
almost entirely denuded of its coat and seemed to question, sir.—Waell, it would be becanse I should
be in & weak and state. The bears were not oare to be bitten.—Mr. Hannay here stopped
Mujupmm-ldm“oﬁut ﬂ'“‘!‘*‘v‘l&.ﬂd-ﬂhohﬂmwm
struck them with a dropthong whip with all his w%ﬁ.“:‘m‘w‘!‘:‘:‘ﬂheﬁu
force, to make them jump. I counted sixty blows. w"“""“ff’ n!..l.““' .Au n ';:-: ‘"
'l‘houkodburwstoo weak 10 jump over :t; domes:io . o'huh a;;nbu
“‘M“N"ﬂd“‘w Sonsk m'mbnmm out that they ha)
the auimals howled and spparently in Par ¢ The pa
pain. When the jumping was over dofenda yot been afforded it by Parliamen presen!

. ut 3
reversed his whip, ‘and commenced an attack on M‘"m. "’“:.‘:‘h‘l m"“i‘.““‘ l{',-:‘:d“;"“:::

the largest of the it three impossible to hold that the bears in questio

blows on the ribs the buti-end of the 80 %0 bo slomed 05 sash. Ho therelors dlsmissed
. That made the bear moan. He jumped the summons.—Mr. Blackwell asked for costs, but

on its back, rode it across the den info an adjoin- Mr. Hannay refused to allow these.—The society's

in thrashed it with | officer intimated that it was very likely the com-
butt-end of the whip. He then went to the plainants would appeal.

. ‘déni‘ral Glamorgan Gazette’: 8" February 1884

£z
i
i
E
:

10



15 Feb

15 Feb

smended inlorms- |ordisary cbscrver, bee bowling might
of the prement Tnhh-cw-h".
douisd  $be . Blackwell : He growls miber thas

i
i
|
|

sbsorved Momcow stated that none of tho
(onz boars were in bad conditics, bat violones of Moscow.'
Feffiealt w -mnda.-l::h': - v
B et vkt bt bt "B Sanert S et
e information weat on—* Nor &id I steike Mbm&ﬁo“m has
| Mr. Blackwall : With baw 9&:
"“i' the ead of the upos .
. Hassav: Very wall: that is deflnita,

‘Hackney and Kingsland Gazette’: 13" February 1884

Macfarlane

W pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

First series - — all-England 10st. 4Ib. competition

sorted. The result of the first essay was that ( Gh ‘
» beat;Macfariane, the ex-amateur, “Mm““lz
gamely, but the trickiness of the buck nigger was too much

the black,

Tom Picton

‘The Referee’: 17" February 1884

L pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
Semi-final — all-England 10st. 4Ib. competition

THE PERFORMING BEARS CASE.

At Worship-street, on Monday, an application was made by

Mr Blackwell, on behalf of the jroprietor of the East London
rium, for a summons for pﬂjzu’y agninstone Wm. Udding,
an officer of the Royal Socicty for Preventing Cruelty to
Animals, It will be remembered that the officer pamed gave
evidence upon a summons taken at the instance of the society,
st Hezekinh Moscow, a performer at the Aquarium, for
baving cruelly whipped four bears during a performance, and in
his cvidence Udding swore that Moscow struck the bears with
the butt-end of a whip, and dat the blows caused visible
marks upon their bodics. The information now handed up to
support the present application com swised the depositions of
Moscow nid of another person, and both subscribed to the
assartion that no single blow was stuck by the butt.end of the
whip, and that there were no visible marks of injury on the
[bears. There were likewise comter-statements to those in the
levidence of Udding, such as that the animals were in good
[eonlition, that mo *‘full” blows were struck with the wlip,
land that they did mot *‘moan from pain.” It was further
ained to lie magistrate that there was an entire answer to
the allegation of eruelty, and that evidence to supply such
would have been called at the hearing if the case had

been allowed to run its full courve.

Mr Hannay said he had examined the information, and as he
wished to have semething definite wpon which to act, he cited
the two contradictions menticaed above, which would, he
thonght, justify him in grauting the summons applied for. It
way incumbent on him where he could not percieve any motive
for false swearing on the part of the society’s officor, to act
eautiously, and to insist upon a direct and definite denial of
some of the statements in his evidence.

Mr Blackwell said the Fro‘vri-mr of the Aquarium, having
made the fullest inquiry, had ne hesitation in saying there was
gross exaggeration in Udding's evidence. The summons was

granted.

‘The Era’: 16" February 1884
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‘Lond's Weekly Newspaper’: 17" February 1884

Moscow was living at Pope Head Court at the time. The development was just off Quaker Street in Spitalfields.

12



““‘WN’-‘-’"&‘W&“"! beawts In quetins ot the Aquiriom on the 1!
:;?ﬂhdq;—hb‘ mu‘w o 'x.;h’h‘q.'.eodlmd hm&qi
B coatecticn with & proswutin Ly e _pu-dmuunm{ﬁwﬁm
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Wi 10 make the beaes Jum: thak the amicala] 2nd 1008 LT 0 2ok o wague » s nld
moscsd wik paisc; sl that Sa dealt cue of them : i’ :
- hize * bl ik the Pour wite| bebd it oo staded o little woy op e handle, aead did
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of Un Gral Eslern Ralway, wio sud bs wa | Me You ean senrcely sy whether hey
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and 3o was shls to swenr 'rcl for & perforner b e oadis ta b whils
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sed of the noe did he give sy Mows which e eruelly while in the den, te whaes €4 2
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‘Cradley Heath & Stourbridge Observer’: 29" March 1884

In this court case the RSPCA Inspector said that he had witnessed Hezekiah Moscow, described as “a man of colour”
and a “Lion Tamer” enter a cage of bears and force them to perform for a crowd of paying spectators by the use of a
heavy whip, beating them up to sixty times in total and leaving visible marks on their bodies and heads, forcing them to
jump over a plank, and culminating in him riding on the back of one of them before leaving the cage.

The RSPCA Inspector gave a good account of himself in court, taking on the lawyer for the defence in cross examination.
It's easy to imagine the hard bitten RSPCA Inspector, well used to verbal and even physical attacks in carrying out his
job not being intimidated by the be-wigged Lawyer, who, was not used to men from a working class background taking
the rise out of him:

Defence: “Did you get into the cage?” (To which there was laughter in the court)

RSPCA: “No I did not, but I will go in if you will come as well.” (More laughter in court)

Defence: “Why didn’t you ask the keeper to unbar the cage and let you in?”

RSPCA: “I would not go near a strange dog, let alone a den of bears.” (Even more laughter in court).

The Defence Council became quite angry at the ribbing he was receiving from the Inspector, and eventually the
Magistrate, having had enough of his court being turned into a vaudeville act, stopped the trial, as it was clear that the
Parliamentary protection of animals bills only applied to domestic animals such as Cows, Dogs, and horses etc, and a
Bear did not fall into that category.

Subsequently the RSPCA appealed, and the owner of the show attempted to prosecute the RSPCA Inspector for perjury.
But nothing came of either attempt, as the Law needed reinterpretation and clarity before a court could decide on any
such outcome.

So the outcome was indecisive, but it did cause Hezekiah Moscow to leave the show, and despite the publicity, the wild
animal show and the London Aquarium did not last for much longer, and eventually the owner filed for Bankruptcy.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog

12 May Harry Mead Exh. 3 Youen’s Assembly Room, Mare Street, Hackney
13



PROFESSOR HUNDREDS' ASSAULT OF ARMS.
FoueN's Assembly Roow, Mare.street, Hackney, was
lally attended last (Monday) evening, when this noted

easor of the purhr art of boxing gave his annual
intertainment, which was not only thoroughly appreciated
by the ra, but must have proved highly satis.
[actory a monetary point of view to the talented
bénsficiare. Professor E. Kelley, of Glasgow, and

A swinging hipe, both being greally cheered. Harry

Mead, winner o"? filfteen eompot:’t‘;ons. sparred adwirably

with ** Ching Ghook,” and was much admired and ap-

nlanded at the finish. Mr J. W. Gordon went through
‘The Sportsman’: 13" May 1884

19 May Harry Mead Exh.3 ‘The Goldsmith’s Arms’, Little Sutton Street, St. Luke’s
HARRY MEAD'S EENEFIT.
EAST Mr W. Ward's well.known boxing saloom,
attached to the Goldsmith’s Little Batton-street,
St. Luke's, was well attended on the occasion of a com-

w
!}“"""" benefit to the clever professional, Farry
ead, who hasjroved the victor in :ﬂlmm
titions open to Iads at Yst. Boxers turaed up in plenty,
H. Webb, the beneticisire winding the evening's
amusement with Ching Ghook (black). .gmm-d.
sn efficient M.C, : ;
‘The Sportsman’: 20" May 1884

14 Jun Jack Davenport W pts 3 West End School of Arms, Newman Street, Soho
First series — all-England 10st. 6lb competition
14 Jun Alec Roberts L pts 3 West End School of Arms, Newman Street, Soho

Semi-final — all-England 10st. 6/b competition

PROFESSIONAL 10st 6Ib COMPETITION AT THE

Rarly in the present wrek e confined men
took pi'uo at thas nu-k_m: ;:uvm ch-l‘:d.ﬁ‘ool of
Amrwmbmudm mm of & numerous come

pany, most of those e ell-knowr, i
unl:nr_t. no_lntnhwm:guhulvm 0:‘:

|combat, Uhing Ghook and Davenport then stepped into the ring,

and this proved to be a cipital contess, Daven { man-
fally sgainst his more ex int, ish of
the three rounds the verdiet. last pair were Alec
clusion, and gained the award.” Ro erts beat Ching Ghook.—The

down his mponent towards thé fin and was the
victor. Fi out : A, Roberts he-i?’a. Cooper.~Both were

The Sporting Life’: 19" June 1884

25 Nov W. Natty Exh. 3 Recreation Hall: the Surrey Rifle Volunteers
‘. W, SPRINGALLS ASBAULT-OF-ARMS.
THE large recreation hull of the (th surrey R V., in Ken-
nluwlano. was crowded last Tuesday eveaing, when
the above well-known professional instructor (who is
shortly about to go to America) was accorded a .
mentary benefit. The prograrume opened with a tal
with little to choose between them. The next pair to set-
to furnished a change, W. Nutty and the black, Ching
Ghook, opposing each nther, and & rathdng fine show was
given. Another pair of professionals (Jem Laxton and
‘The Sportsman’: 27" November 1884

6 Dec Arthur Cooper L pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
Semi-final — all-England 10st. 4lb. competition

1885
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15 Jan

15 Jan

25 Feb

25 Feb

25 Feb

Alec Roberts W pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

First series — 10st. 41b. competition

Arthur Cooper L pts 4 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

Second series — 10st. 41b. competition

Thursday evening an equally successful show was prosilel
by Tom Symonds, acting under the direction of Mr. T.J.
Angle, with at least one distinct improvement—the cla: 3
of venue from the ground floor to big room up stz
which had been appropriately fitted up in honour of i
occasion, and which, being both spacious and lofty, ali-d
very much to the comfort of all present. The comp.uy
was both numerous and select, and prmcipaily consizied
of men connected in some way or other with that m -
terious ‘“ House "’ whose operations are thought by some 1o
have almost as much to do with the country’s welfare or tie
yoverse as have the doings *‘in another place.”” The w.ecn
solected by Symonds were Picton, ick, W. Cheese,
Walker, Cooper, Donoghue, Ching Ghook, and Alec Roberts,
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18" January 1885

clear. The other winners in the first series were Chocs.,
Cooper, and Ching Ghook. Of their bouts it need ouly Le sail
that Cooper showed considerable improvement of his previous
form, and that the black’s defeat of Alec Roberts was a
great surprise to Roberts’'s friends. In the second series
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18" January 1885

viously. The last pair for the first series were A. Roberts
(one of & numerous family of boxers) and Ching Ghook, the
black. ‘Roberts was the exception I have already men-
tioned to the rule in respect of weight. He looked to me all
10s¢ 4, while Ghook was if anything smaller than the
others who had preceded him. Roberts’s strength and de-
termination are undeniable; had he and Ghook been fight-
ing it would have been a hundred to one on him ; but they
were not; and starting with an advantage, the negro

to hold it to the finish, though' by thean Roberts
was coming up hand over hand. His friends thought he
had won on the post, hut the judges decided in favour of

the cullud pusson.
‘The Referee’: 18" January 1885

th's superior wind and better style. Cooper’s enconnter
% 'PmGhookm a very close thing, and the jud:cs
ordered a fourth round, which was, if ing, closer than
those which preceded it. Cooper recei the award. Tie
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18" January 1885

surprise and discomfiture. Cooper and Ching Ghook were
the other couple, and on his ancient u::ioatbbhok
ought to bave won easily. But while he has been going off
- Cooper has been coming on; the result was to give us an
exhibition so even that at the end of the third round ts
were declared equal, and a tounhmndmadaxhln
this outstayed his man and just won, It seems to
me that Ghook falls away very soon ; ke is always at his best
in the first series, when ho is fresh and full of confidence.
In two or three competitions it has looked during the firs(
serics as though he must win, and then he bas gone all tq
pieces. This left Cooper and Cheese in to contend for first
‘The Referee’: 18" January 1885

Harry Bartlett Exh. 3 ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street., Regent St.

First series bye — 10st. competition

Bill Cheese W pts 3 ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street, Regent St.

Second series — 10st. competition

Sam Baxter L pts 3 ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street, Regent St.

Final — 10st. competition
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m MR J. FLEMING'S

uum?od at the Coach -
wm lf stiget, oullln,g.t whou‘:‘u'.m""
cided. Amoqﬂ’ g: company o s prize ""”‘t:
supporters were observed, ll-m \';“ {;f".’.‘,f“'{.“

amount w s LoIng Ghook beat W (heen
This was puﬁ: the bardest-fought bLout of th;';:bc
Cheese .&'. mhh usual style, forced the tgbting 4.
to M'“ﬂ‘bﬁ.':bov:rdkt::iu "ui:"..f“
of Gliook. Final bout. - Baster beat ¢ bine G "
A Bne tussleresulteld from this ut-tor. Nnun‘t.:‘?a:':?{‘:'
away something in the matter of weight, but showum: |,

far the best scirnce Lie graduaily wore his man du-o'm;
at the finish was credi'e with & we L-earned victors 1o
‘The Sportsman’: 26" February 1885

S —— b

Mar Ghook hospitalised
wardetheir promixed amounts to the treasurer.” Jucx Hicksthou
announced that he had visi'ed Ching Ghook, wio had left the
hospital and was in the room, but was far {rom sivonez, Bill Goode
szl the commitiee would do all in tho powes 1o 8y,
him, and eveutua'ly it was arranged & crand dispu, should
be hald at the above house on Monday, May b ke propose!
‘The Sporting Life’: 315t March 1885

14 May Arthur Cooper Exh. 3 St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, Oxford St.
Bat Mullins 12 annual assault-at-arms

e T =
BENEFIT TO BAT MULLINS.

The tweifth annual assault at arms, promoted by this xenial and
clever professor of the fistic art, Bat Mullins, was duly brought off,
under the mos: happy suspices, last (Thursday) night, the venue,
St. Andrew’s Hall, Newmun-street, Oxford-street, being well-
known to all those interested in the noble art of self-delence.

——ta — e e e e ————.a e A

received. 'The spectators were then treated to something
worth looking at on A, Cooper (the winper of many com-
petitions) and Ching Ghook mounting the platiorm, the
perpet smile of the former contrasting strongly with the
unmoved countenance of the black. There was none of
the blustering, slap-dash business with them, their really
pretty exhibition of sparring being received Ly the large and
critical company with every sign of delight, the only faunlt beinz
that the wonmhl M.C., Ned Donnelly, was continually calling upon
them to ‘‘ break away.”” Another good bout followed on Youug
‘The Sporting Life’: 15" May 1885
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PROFESSIONAL BOXING ASSOCIATION.
DEATH OF ALEC MUNRO.—Last .%ﬂ“%) 8 meeting
was _convened as their bhead.quarters, . W. Richardsom’s,
the Blue Anchor, Church-street, Shoreditch, uuder the impres-
sion that poor Alec was friendless, Mr. J. n occup.
the chair, was faced by W. Goode, and amongst
those who attended were most of the prominent members.
In WIEO the proceedings the chairman stated this was
one of t emeorgencies which the assoeciatiom had been
formed to ‘mm« for. Since the annoancemens had ap-
Goceased's triend sad purad < Ching Ghook. Bl eieeas (hen the
nd and pu . en
mazter in hand, mmmnonced a subscription to defray the
Iungn}obxom noudm;namgl“mdnawmz
on that boxer, who would now stal views, * hook,””
:vhl;o was :mh affected, stated the m‘m
means making him s boxer, aad as they had alwnys
been fast friends, he should take it as a favour i ﬁgy

g

-

ceived by Mr. Richardson, the Blue Anchor, Church-strees, Shore-
ditch, and Mr. Neary, of the Grifiin, High-strees, Shoreditoh,
1t beiug understood that if there was any deliciency 1t should be
defrayed out of the funds of the association. The funeral will take
placeat the Ilford Cemetery on Sunday afternoon next, starting
from Mr, Neary's, the G a8 above, at two o'clock.

‘The Sporting Life’: 9" September 1885

FUNERAL OF A COLOVRED PUGILIST.

On Sunday afternoon there was an extraordinary
scene at the funeral of Alexander Manroe, the
coloured pugilist, who was fatally stabbed at a com-
mon lodging-house, in Pearl-street, Spitalfields.
Bethnal.green-road and its surroundings were
thronged by a dense mass of vehicles and pedestrians,
and when the open funeral car containing the coffin
of deceased started for Ilford Cemetery, it was com-
puted there could not have been less than 20,000
persons present. The deceased, who was well known
in pagilistic circles, had been in Eagland 15 years,
baving come from King’s Town, Jamaica, in 1870.
He had been in & large number of pri
fights, one of his first encounters be'ng with --5‘ ly
Crane.” This was fought on Wanstead Flats, in
May, lB&,ndhdodonrubonrsndshll,ﬂndly
ending in & draw. thutm:mwithsoolonnd
man, known as the * Meat ket Black,” whom he
easily beat in two rounds. He afterwards bad an
encounter with one of bis pupils, “ Ching Hook.”
This was at first fought with gloves, both men bei
backed heavily. Nothing came of this, however, an
in 1852 the contest was renewed in a public-bouse in
Shoreditch, for a parse of gold, with & similar resalt,
the struggle having lasted one hour and 20 minutes.
The deceased was also engaged in several other
minor fights in which he generally came off the
victor,

‘Tavistock Gazette’: September 1885

14 Sep ? Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

R T

ith audience t es ng-room
:wmxchudsom od li'amwell-known hostelry, the Blue Ancht::l
Shorediteh, from floor kg oeiling, the benefit rd
last evening to Qeorge Pearson must be chron‘ «d 8
grand succéss. The different boxers that 1u turn fillpd the
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3 Nov

17 Nov

1886
Jan

feuce to Hibbard's smart attack. The mention of Ching
Ghook and a filend for the next spar gave rise to
tumultucus applause as the former stepped into the ring,
the audlence evideatly intendlog it as a mark of sym-
hy for the coloured man's loss of his friend Alec
junrce, Very slow and cautious was Ching’s commence-
ment, and he evan allowed his opponent to get on once
ce twice in succession without a return, but
warming to his work, Ghook made more thanample
amends, and 80 warm was the round getting that
Condon's advice of ** have a blow, my lads,” evidently came
asa welcome to the pair. The two succeeding rounds
were of a like description, and at the conclusion Ching
Ghook, in a characteristic speech, thanked the company
for thelr applause, and remarked that he had dcme
all he possibly could for his deceased friend, and
bad carried out the funeral arrangements as decently
as laid in his power. Ted Jones and Sam Milner
‘The Sportsman’: 15" September 1885

TR LATE ALEC. MUNROR.—Ching Ghook called at our office
yesterday, in company with Mr, Stokes, of the Gun and Tens, Fort-
street, Spitalfields, and statod that they urs having 8 monumental
head and foot stone of suitablo design piaced over the remains of
poor Alec. Munroe. Due notice will be given when it will be un-
covered for public inspecton, N

‘The Sporting Life’: 19" September 1885

Bob Dunbar Exh. 3 Brighton Pavilion
Benefit assault-at-arms for the Brighton Volunteer Fire Brigade

8till in search of sport, I spent on Tuesday night an hour
or so under the Dome—this is the name given a spacious
concert-hall which forms part of the Pavillon—where an
ult-at-arms had been arranged for the benefit of the
Brighton Volunteer Fire Brigade. Entertainments of this

tifey thought it merited. The first pair to show were
Dunbar, a man with one eye, whom I have seen at Richard-
son's, and Ching Ghook, a gentleman in black, who has
‘goveral times ere now been described to readers. Ching does
not secem as spry as be used to be, and the oyclopean ono
'did much better than I had expected. Usually the darkey
'soores tremendously fast to begin with, and it is only to-
‘wards the finish of & competition, when he fades away, that
‘he gets caught and passed by ordinary antagonists. In an
exhibition spar I should have thought the advantage would
'have been entirely with Ch. Gk.; that it wasn't goes to
'show how little I know about boxing. The next couple
‘The Referee’: 8" November 1885

G. Nottage Exh. 3 ‘The Griffin’, High Street, Shoreditch

3 3 Y . -
‘ 'ARTHUR COOPER'S BENEFIT.

_This well-known boxer, the winner of & large number of competi-
tions, including Tom Bymonde’s £10 and £20 Conrﬂti was
accorded a Lenelit iast (Tuesday) evening, at the nﬂn%hm-
diigh, when the ‘arge saloon attached to this hostelry was well
|filled by » very select company, which bids fair to show the hizh
estimation in which Arthur is held by his friends. During the

the company by their grand «isplay. G. Noettage v. Ching Ghook
f(biack) made s capital spar of three rounds. J. Donoxhue (pro-
‘The Sporting Life’: 18" November 1885

Ghook is instructor to the Nottingham Amateur Boxing Association

18



champion,
application. s, e

venture, .
‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’: 3 February 1886

22 Mar George Wilson Exh. 3 The Circus, Campbell Street, Leicester
Tar Cmovs.—An "asssult &t arms”™ took
place at the Circus, C.mtbollnut. on Monday
b-:‘h dt‘: ﬁ” Geor Wl.hal, .Ih mvﬁh‘
nefit r. f o

ehampion boxer. There was a large and
entertalament m with & con test be-
tween ht weight pien, v,
Ching GhooE. coloured boxer. Some very good cem-

‘Leicester Daily Merc'u;y’: 23 March 1886.

7 Apr George Wilson Exh. 3 Corn Exchange, Newark
ASSAULT-AT-ARMS AT NEWARK.—Last night
assault-at-arms was hs d 1 the Corn Exchange, Newark
when there was a large attendance. The :ffdr, which
!wu organised under the auspices of the Notungham an
Newark Amateur ?xint Ciubs, wos arrang-d as :
complimentary benefit to Ching Ghook, a well-know
coloured light-weizht boxer, who bas been acting u
instructor in this district for some time, Exhibition

were some capital illustrations of the wsrt of =-f
detence giver, thoss between George Fryer and Wil
Atkins and C::iug Ghook and George Wilson bein
much appreciated that the performers wera r d.
‘Nottingham Evening Post’: 8" April 1886
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no remarks” The grand finale was the
between Ching Ghook, the prince of Coloured
and lmtmcml :::d!:b‘&& and
Leicester, the t pion.
Ghook was introduced to Newark about three
ago, when he was engaged as the Iastructor
Club, He has experienced a most eventful life.
is a pative of the West Indies, and entered
ullor’-ruu; a8 ..:lhi- boy. Ha

sailor’s life for sex years, nearly
part of the globe, he found Hm in the
of London. Always having an inclination for
manly art of scif-defence he was lot'mbd
distinguished bimself in the boxing

wom seven prizes in competition and ¢t
the *‘ raw "una” Thm h.:ld Ching
and Wiison on Wednesday was of » class
acter, the oscientific merit of each

forth loud applanse. The *‘ Asaanltat-A
‘The Newark Herald’: 10" April 1886

2§
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3 May Bill Cheese Exh. 3 Red Cross Tavern, Bethnal Green

RED CROSS TAVERN, BETHNAL GREEN.

The commodions saloon adjoining the above house was well filled
on Monday evening, when a st 41h competition (under the manage-.
ment of W, Cheese and G, Cunningham) was successfully carried
out. Momey prizes to the value of £10 wero offored by a fow well.

son, and Bill Cheese and Ching Ghook, -
‘The Sporting Life’: 5" May 1886

28 Jun C. Wall Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
CHING GHOOK'S BENEFIT. o
Last (Monday) evening this talented coloured boxer, wha ha
been the victor in a well.contested encounter, and is, m 8t/
one of the best oolm boxers that has besn seen in the m\-‘ti\_. W
for many years, was accorded a complimentary benefit at "-ll' ok
Richardson’s, the Blue Anchor, Church-street, Shoreditc ‘;‘ th
large saloon, despite the heat, being well illed. His brothet b
a's> attended in force, the most ¢ mspicuous being E. Jone 3%
J. Meaders, Gibbs v. J. Greenleaf, W. Cheesv v. Isaacs, I‘htmwn)‘-l
Sa , W, Newton v. T. Taylor, . Cheese v. Sim Qolomop..‘jl\-:
Brothers Carr, and the wind-up was between Ching Ghock and s
Wall, J. Haley, of Shadwell, was M.C.

‘The Sporting Life’: 29" June 1886

13 Dec Clarence Holt Exh. 3 Oriental Hotel, Blackfriars

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE ORIENTAL HOTEL.

Professor Coddy Middings called his friends together last evening
to witness a display of boxing, fencing, wrestling, &c., at the well.
known rendezvous near Black(riars Bridge. Shortly belore eight
o'clock Professor Ned DoaneMy,author of * The Noble Art of Self
Defence,"”” and Tom Smith took up their respective positions as
M.C.’s, surrounded by s numerous and select company. Liddiard
and Billy Roberts were the first to display their skill, followed by
Ching Ghook and Clarence Holt, who rendered a good account of

‘The Sporting Life’: 14" December 1886

1887
19 Jan Sam Baxter L pts 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

First series — all-England 10st. 4lb. competition
21 Feb Jem Hook W pts 3 Imperial Theatre, Westminster

First series — all-England 10st. 10lb. competition
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BOXING COMPETITIONS IN LONDON,

The Imperial Theatre, Westminster, was crowded last
ovgxﬁ:,c 'fb:.: an asss tf.t-.rtin, ];.Jor:‘moTu& by the pro-
prie o e Sportsman, too programme
contained a number of exhibiﬁot? bouts at boxing, and
with sabres, rapiers, and bayonets; but the cipal
interest was centred in & couple of boxing com Jﬁom for
professionals. for each of which prizes smonn&:x to £25.

In the competition for men not exceeding 10st. 10lb., only
tbree pairs figured, so tkat a bye will occur in the second

round. W. Brown, of Birmiogham, the Amateur Middle.
weight Champion of lw.‘ﬁefeoud W. Hatcher, W,

Cheese had an easy task in disposing of Glover, and Ching
Ghook (a ) was successtal against J. Hook. The
second round and final bouts will be decided this evening.

‘Birmingham Mail’: 22" February 1887

22 Feb William Brown L pts 3 Royal Aquarium Theatre
) Semi-final — all-England 10st. 10lb. competition
the second scries of the 10st. 10b. competition w.|
Brown beat Ching Ghook, and W. Cheese sparred a
" "“The Globe’: 23" February 1887

4 Apr Bob Dunbar Exh.3  Red Cross Tavern, Hare Street, Bethnal Green

JEM BALL'S BENEFIT.

In spite of counter attractions the large hall of the Red Cross
Hare.street, Bethnal Green (proprietor, Mr. Delaforce), wis vsjel'
fill«l on the 4th by a select company, gentlemen amateurs being
well to the fore. Ball being well respected. Dick Dabbs and

level bast (Thorogood isevidmllﬂ a favourite). Then a rare treat
wasaflforded the company by Bob Dunbarand the coloured
champion Ching Ghook, This was something worth seeing, both
doing their best, the company applanding to the echo such clever
oxponents, C. Davis and Burton rendered s good account of them.

‘The Sporting Life’: 6™ April 1887

20 Apr Bob Dunbar Exh. 3 HQ of the Royal Artillery Company
8 ASSAULT

HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMP
. AT ARMS.
Fashion was plenty at the uarters of this, the oldest of the

nt;
5 night. Never within our memory has there been
:&’:lb. n;hlofh:thzﬁd together. It was certainly one of the best

asd brighies) Samille the, Sens: Bat those pathamisys ace siways
And that is a . Bu

one of the sights of the *‘ assaults’ season. What & great proof
is thereliy adduced that such shows produce a lively pleasure that
never satiates or cloys, However, we continually say the, samo

BoxiNG.—Ching Ghook (black) and Dunbar (white).—
Immediately they had completed their respective toilettes the fun
began. Dunbar dressed his gloves with white chalk, and Ching
Ghook used the humble blacking. Dunbar proved first artist at
work, and daubed Ghook’s nose white. The latter was not behind
at the game, and quickly converted that paleface into ebony black,
Both proved very clever, and we never saw such a pair of
professional beauties before. Whether their painting would pass

‘The Sporting Life’: 21t April 1887
23 May Walter Dennison Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

BOB DUNBAR AND CHING GHOOK'S BENEFIT.

The Blue Anchor, Shoreditch, was crowded on the 23rd inst., and
fhons Brokeencn Py o Prastisl sl Tty of bos.

rest » arms. box-
ot ling, o o O s safare, Tueiwei i Thiehny Flacring.
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{wonty entrics, at the Royal Aquarium. Tho black ohampion,
Ching Ghook, is wollkmninlmbnb::d hlmg
eompetitions in grand style. He made a fight with Picton,
who many thought was the best 10st 41> man at that time inEnglind.
In all the darkis kas won nine open oom:.uﬁm and sevea glove
B e e S o omer tv s o Obvg
ion for points. a an aye ) )
oommg::l proceedings, and were bm'dbym!nd Bnll]

ovation, Dunbar, owing to a cowardly attack upon him in the

mt o day or two ago, ': unnable to wind.up, bnt‘lr. Walter

Dennison and Ching Ghook gave the company a treat, Jack
‘The Sporting Life’: 25" May 1887

25 May IR Ghook attends Derby Day
“ CDNESDAY.—THE DERBY DAY,
1y OUR SPECIAL CONNOISSEUR.)

b Bsron.”’ It sounded like old timesto hear
St ‘. tl’ th? .
S vin dinned in omo's ecare, as it was, over and
© joor time of it. It was refreshing to find
« noble art of self-defence was represented
~.istrated by Chi Ghook (I trust I spell
rrecily), and coloured damsels, who
¢ torward as hia danghters. It is a joke in
. that a Vasser girl—sa girl who esnswers fo our
- .uden—when she is asked to ‘dance, she replies,
"> not dance, but I don't mind puttingon the gloves
“ . . Chng--what's his other name*—shows the
' 2 of hi=opinions in pugilism by snbmitting to public
‘. uung women who can box in the scientific mannor.
F© .+ warried and single, who ean do this thing unscien-
¢ are not ancommon. Perhaps a poorer card hasnever
' ‘The Sporting Life’: 26t May 1887 '

30 Sep Bill Cheese W pts 6 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
BOXING AT THE EAST-END OF LONDON.
On Frulay night the commodious saloon
attached to the Blue Anchor, Chuarch street,
Shoreditch, was crowded with spectators to
witaess the opening eutertaioment for the
geason 1887-88, Never siuce he tuok over the

pair were Bill Cheese aud the black, Ching
Ghook, the fermer's bad luck sticking t» him,
as, after a captal struggle, he again had to put
up with defeat. Good as the competitions were

MVauro N N .2 al -

‘Glouces'tersl‘wire Echo’: 15t October 1 83?

6 Oct Johnny Walker Exh. 3 St. James’ Hall, Piccadilly

A large attendance thronged St. James’
dilly, last evening, when an_ assault-at-arms was
given on the occasion of Jake Kilrain, who is
matched to fight Jem Smith, of Encland, for the
championship of the world, making his first public
app-arance 1n England. A lengthy programme had
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Amongst the boxers Arthur Bobbett and Alec Roberts,
Ching Ghook and Johnny Walker, and M:. E. Gobby
and George Rolerts were seen to advantage in the first
part of the programme, which also included sword feats
‘Sheffield Evening Telegraph’: 7t" October

13 Oct

Was living at 20 Settles Street, Commercial Road, Whitechapel

1 A F >
Corner of Fordham Street & Settles Street

17 Oct Arthur Bobbett L pts 6

t
%
it
3
:
:
:

sumishment. and wou sowewhat easily.
‘The Echo’: 18" October 1887

21 Oct Bill Cheese Exh. 3 2"d Tower Hamlets Rifles Drill Hall, Whitechapel Road

SECOND TOWER HAMLETS RIFLES’ ANNUAL

rzhmAr' blic fa .oltb

Another proof of the increass m public favour e

port of boxing was atforded on Saturday evening last, when

:ﬁ.gmbcnool tﬁ: Kzu: ‘Tower Hamiets Riles heldnauu annual

assanlt, as in %revigp-h years, [ut the xmsycll;illﬂgﬂr l:. :::
Whitechapel.roud, which many of vur 1S uay rem t

l?.m:mlmn—dtennr.is the East London—Theatre, tlie building

manner. Boxing by Ching Ghook and Bill Cheese, with blackened
and whitened gloves, went a long way towards amusing the com-
pany, the autics of the nigger especially so0. A squad of nine

‘The Sporting Life’: 25" October 1887

9 Nov Ted Burchell Exh. 3 St. James’ Hall, Piccadilly
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6 Dec
7 Dec

12 Dec

27 Dec

1888
2 Jan

_SULLIVAN'S ASSAULT-AT-ARMS.

Last evening, at St, James's Hall, Piceadilly, Lon-
don, a grand assault-at-arms was given, it being the
first appearance in this country of John L. Sullivan,

the champion pugilist of America, whose visit to these
‘The Nottingham Evening Post’: 10" November 1887

Felix Scott Drew 4 ‘The Red Lion’, Fleet Street
Dave Burke Exh. 3 Teddington Town Hall

'S 8sr COMPETITION AND ASSAULT
| g n“"#ﬁm AT TEDDINGTON.

On Wednesday evening the pretty little riverside town of
Teddi was all astic on the occasion of an open com-
Etition for eight solocted competitors, who t:d"l: "im?fd
to 8st, the prize .m'{‘.:ﬂ&‘p W e S S
succeeded by Dave Burke and Ching Ghook, who were also

w_uxgly received, and their undoubted talents duly recog-
nised.

‘The Sporting Life’: 10% December 1887

Jack Wannop Exh. 3 Corn Exchange, Oxford
Alec Roberts Exh. 3

boxing, | ¢ Ghook (the black champion) v. A. Roberts,
(d_&o;& Club, and the London So)otﬁob); rapier
‘The Oxfordshire Weekly News’: 14" December 1887

‘pupil’ Exh. 3 Havelock Gymnasium, London Fields

THE HAVELOCK GYMNASIUM.
JACK STEVENS AND YOUNG BODGER, FOR A

PURSE.

These old opponents, who both hail from Spitalfields, and
whoalow moxl;t?!?l ago fought a determined battle in the old
-tyie mes last evening st the Havelock Gymnasium,
London Fields, i2 Uo% #ix rounds, under Queensberry

rules, for a prize given vy +hé proprietor, Mr. J. Bambridge,

and the affair was docided befors 2 Father select company.

good exhibition amongst those who were the most
cuous :—[sane H 2
i Ry e

Sam Baxter Exh. 3 Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road

SAM BAXTER AND CHING GHOOK., AT THE

unparalleled :F :ndU.bm upna!'wcm Ghnok
lleled Sam ter the accomplis ng

m‘l}': their first appearance on the stage of the Schrght Musie
Hall last (Monday) night, and recvired a welcomes of an extra.
ordinary character. ‘T'ho house rose en masse wheu the wen
sopeared on the stage, and before they were allowed to place them.
selves into position, had to bow therr ackaowiedgmsnts over and
over in. ‘The place was crummed ts saTocation, amd was
nonwi refused at seven o'clock. Ths 1wo wrostlers, Smith and
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Later in January and into February we find Hook seconding young fighters or acting as MC at exhibition bouts at the
Old Mile End Gate Tavern and the Queen Adelaide in Whitechapel, before taking a benefit at the Blue Anchor in
Shoreditch. The latter event saw an unnamed trainee of Hook vs Jimmy Earle in a bout that “afforded continual
merriment, both striking some very funny attitudes and giving away each other’s heads to be tapped” (The Sporting Life,
Wednesday 15 February 1888). A chap called Clarence Holt also encouraged his 8-year-old dwarf nephews to get in

the ring.

4 Feb Jack Magee

13 Feb

5 Mar Russell

gentloman och of himy, Ching Ghook is equally deserviug of
m iung introduced asthe nﬁm t.\,\lmnd boxer
A was

2
g
i
g
2
T

{
&
i
3

:
i

The !
%m
Ghook are the of men to ennoble the art of boxing, as it
h“":dllouu 'ilhlbuutwc?.a'o
> »

prolessors of themanly art. ‘Lhe programme
‘The Sporting Life’: 3" January 1888

:
:
:

Sarah Elizabeth Cox

‘The Sportsman’: 6 February 1888

CHING GHOOK'S BENEFIT AT TOM SYMONDS'S.

The inclement weather of Monday last caused ¥ of Ching
Ghook’s would.be patrons to be present in mind only, Neverthe.
less a fairly good company assembled inside the saloon attached to
the Blue Anchor, Church.street, Shoreditch, and fully appreciated
the bill of fare as put before them by the M.C., Fred, Johnson, the

‘The Sporting Life’: 15" February 1888

L pts The Pelican Clyb, Denman Street

es patronised

on Mon last, when a ecapital sition of the
““ noble " was given in s com , in which
six well-known * of the o too.wt.
final round have been called a in

and white, the contestants being Russell and
Ching Ghook. The white man, m‘ eutiog too
many guns for his sable vis-a-vie, and when “ Time!” was
called had won handsomely. Anmother little function took

‘The Sporting Life’: 10" March 1888

Apr East End photographer Harry Carpenter (1860-1906)
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10 Apr Bill Cheese W pts 3 The Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington
First series — English 10st. 2In. competition
THE TOURNAMENT IN LONDON.
A bunper attendance mast again be chronicled at the
Agrienltaral Hall, Islington, lwt (Tucsdas) evening:
when the savond instalment of the week's boxing was
wd., At ciglit ochek over 1000 speciatars
:::‘u atiendance, and later in the evening (he
influx of visitors was approaching a record.  The great

(hing Mook <harediteh) beal W (hecse (IToxT0N). -

f after the frst half minaie,
.l!:‘hl-c:: ‘:l".l'“ ?.“ Just om the call of
“Pime - (heese was knorked out of the falling

amongst the bandamen. T he secand ronnd was y

of a dingdong order, Cheese just getting the better of

the exchanges.  The third rowl was in fasonr of Ching,

The vordiet, Lhowmever, whs, though corvect, far from

beng popular. 1 Leary (Deptfards beat J Donoghao
‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 11t April 1888

13 Apr Dick Leary L pts 3 The Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington
o ] ~ Semi-final - Er'w‘g‘lish 10st. 2In. competition
of “ta. Wm Leary dicptfomniy beat Ching He
wont at it hammner and tongs, and, «lime hing, fell
side by side.  Nestarting, | oary made good ase of the
tefr.and Leeping the “darke “ent, mahtained his load,
winning after a really mag i foeatls comtesiod bout,
‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 13" April 1888
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THE SHURY TESTIMONIAL FUND.
A GIANI‘).NAENUIJ AT ARMS

he held at
THE IMPERIAL THEATRE, ROYAL AQUARIUM.

General
repiesonting the prinepal London Athleie Assoc.a-

AING,
Bill Goode (of Shadwell) ‘;‘1 Hair Slduuandaoﬂh London

Jr..::y V. Alfolp hcuem.
W. J.King (&.;m- Clua‘;. A, l.xm (Delsare

A. Fawoett
Lm':u'fw%“ % s.'l-sm (West Bad

B wegmotregmsbE P .
. arnes .
B. “-Eu- u!.:c'-loY US.A) v, Jack Slarp,

Sam Blackiock v. Bill Hook,
and

Jex Svwirn v, Tow Ssrrm.,

by the B¢, James's Athletic Cbb.
m;l.ﬂld feats, Ac,, x. Vane Stow, A, K.
'n}:'. Mares, Professors O \vuu. Oltcw Dnn.uul

ves—Bergeant Gwen v. Mr. Page.

- - mnnudl 'lh:ut
M.C.~Mr., 0. J. Uarland, middic.weight amateur champion,
,nl’unbl Mr., Warren Tear.

frowm ovobestea stalls, 10x, 6, ; stalls,
oy m. - by e ' PRLS ’hch:'«l admiseson

. k b usay

obtuined at INM 1. Sporteman, and ol Mr.J, Grow,
- -t ﬁ. " ‘mllduulnu :olho
Aauarivm, — run

6 Jul Jack Dono hue Exh. 3 Pelican Club, Denman Street
ioxnm c0 AT THE PELICAN CL

NTESTS A UB.
Mnhlhtbmdﬂnmd%m at one time
cansidered purely a winter am such cannot be termed the
case now, as boxing seems to flourish all the mnd. At any
ute.thonoblonmolhlmdo not let it die out at their estab.

Denman-street, as yesterday a large company
rh«hi?m.eonphd anwmw

exhibition opu of three ronnds dmhon.
dolmu'h' g v g s e g e il
‘roars of ter,  r. d. ‘}Ln o&b‘ ucm 1
‘The Sporting Llfe 7% July 1 888

Aug Hook was handed the keys to the City of Norwich pub on Wentworth Street, Whitechapel. The “well
ventilated” and spacious gym, with its 13 foot boxing ring, was now under Hook’s management and public sparring took
place every Saturday and Monday night. Granted the honorary boxing title of Professor by the end of 1888, we also find
Hook teaching every Tuesday night at the Watford Boxing Club.

Sarah Elizabeth Cox

25 Aug
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BOXING COMPETITIONS IN WHITECHAPEL.

But a moderate attendance at the City of Norwich, Wentworth.
street, Whitechapel, on Saturday, when the final boutsof & 9st
and 7st 81 boxing competitions, the preliminaries of which had
been got through on the Monday previous were set for decision.
The room, however, which is under the management of Ching
Ghook, is one of the most spacious in the metropolis devoted to the
sport, fuving a capital ring, nearly 13ft. square, in the centre, and
as the room is also weill ventila visitors can view the amuse-
ment in comfort, Both the gxhibition boxing and the competitions

‘The Sporting Life’: 29" August 1888

6 Nov Dick Leary Exh. 3 Leisure Hall, Hiih Street, Deptford
hall ia High-street, Deptfond, yelept the
" umm.- was packed last upwards of 700

w& houoar to the well-known
o such talent as thouh::
mm » and Ching Glook,

10 Sep Jack Watson Exh. 3 ‘Red Lion and Spread Eagle’, 94, High Street, Whitechapel

EIGHT-ROUND CONTEST AT THE RED LIOK AND
5 . SPREAD EAGLE. : . .
- The commodions and well-ventilated saloon attached tothe Red
Lion and Spread Eagle, Whitechapel, was on Monday evening
crowded vi& a very respectableand orderly audience to witness an
eight.round contest, and some of the finest exhibition boxing it has
ever been our lot to witness, Underthe hm-rhum? we must
particalarly mention Arther Haynes and Clarence Holt, Mark
Jucobs and Cliarles Mansford, linney Solomons (** Mooney Ey.:a
and Jack Stevens, Alf. Cardiff and G. Baxter, also those colo
exponents, Ching Ghook and J. Watgon.o{ADopUOrd. ‘By‘f.r the

—— AR LA BB

‘The Spofting Life’; 12t éépfenﬁbé? 1888

i

i

j

24 Nov Dick Le'gry ' _Exh.3 Leisure hall, High Street, Deptford
JACK WATsON'S BENEFIT. s |

.'».
tion exolusi

ol o e, vy o Yy
e DI LA e Vingeat et Ko

‘The Sporting Life’: 27" November 1888

4 Dec Dave Burke L pts 3 Royal Aquarium Theatre, Westminster
o First series — English 10st. 2Ib. competition

FRANK HINDES BOXING TOURNAMENT
AT THE AQUARIUN THEATRE.

e
e ﬁxmm.*

Juck
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L of A7 L LELTN Wi was

i hook and Dave Burke were the last couple. They
E:t‘.ﬁ‘cc?mmcnood by body fighting, splendid connterio::
ensued. and to the close theboxing was particularly good.
The second round Ghook amtoq in form, but Burke
cent in the left cleverly. ‘' Buug him one for old
Ireland, Dave!’’ said an enthusiast in the gallery,and Dave
obliged bim., Grand work with the left, aud some very
clever manw@uvring on the part of both. In the last round
thoy forced matters, and coolly went to work, Standing
well apart, bang went right and left, and to the end the
display was exceptionally good, and the verdiet on the con-
elusion of & most exciting 1ally went to Barke. With this

DAvE Bunks (late Lambeth) beat Curva Guoox (coloured
boxer).—This was another exe-llent dnsﬁ‘,u of sciance cn the part
of boih. Burke, who was sol{-trained this time, was wuch below
the stipniated weight, but he nevertheless aopeared some-
what stronger tham he has been in his last fwo matches,
aml boxed with all the dash that he was [(amous for s
cov:ple of years ago. The ex o8 during the first round were of &
yery oven danlr‘i.ftim The Darkey, who displayed greal activity,
delivering his left time after time*with great force and m'xﬂou.
but in the next ronad Burke scored very fast, and w t
started for the last Ching conlinually got to close quarlers, an
did good execution with both hands on the dial, but, getting to
autfiehting again, Barko had the best of the deal. aud.n‘ond .

ul:!l' victory, the judging throughout leanng nothing to be
esired,
‘The Sporting Life’: 5" December 1888

1889

He was back at Belmont’s Sebright to kick off 89 with a week of exhibition boxing against another black “champion”,
Jack Watson, and on the 3rd of February that year Hook was elected, unanimously, by members of the Professional
Boxing Association to become an active and voting member. The same week, Watson and Hook joined the weekly
changing company of sketch artists, singers and performing animals at the Royal Albert Music Hall, Canning Town.

Sarah Elizabeth Cox

PROFESSIONAL BOXING ASSOCIATION.

Despite the fact that rain wus falling heavily at the time fized for
the usual meoting at head.qnarters, Mr. Tom Symonds’, the Blue
Anchor, Church-street, Shoreditch, there was an unusually large
attendance on the evening of Fcbru_nrél. . Dick Edward was
in the chair, faced by Sergeant W, Green. The houn. sec., Jack
M'Farlane, having read the minutes of the previous meeling, they,
were passed without dissent. The revised rules were then read by
the bon, sce., and withan addition to Ruale 9 respecting defaulters
were carried unanimously, and ordered to be printed forthwith,
Ching Ghook, Harry Denny, and Ben Heath were next
elected as  active members withont opposition. Tom
Fiench was proposed by Sergeant Green, and seconded by
Owen Goody, for election at the next meeting. Harry Goody, in
a suitable speech, called attention to the case of the veleran
Biil Hundreds, who has been suflering from illness for a con.
siderable titwe, Uitimately, alter a lengthy discussion, it was pro-

sed by Dick Edwards,and seconded by the vice-chairman, that
Hundreds should be granted £3 out of the funds. On being put|

‘The Sporting Life’: 6" February 1889

7 Feb Jack Watson Exh. 4 Royal Albert Music Hall, Victoria Dock Road, Canning

Town
JOE BURCHELL'S BENEFIT.

Last evening (Thursdey) the Royal Altert Music Hall, Victoria
Dock.road, Canning Town, was crowded to excess, the occasion
being the benelit of the genial Jos Burchell, who of late has made
hix wark among the boxiug community as M.C., and at the present
timeis bossing the business on belall of thosa clever ebony Loxers,
Ching hook and Jack Watson, who have been engaged at this
hall during the week, and are drawing crowded houses, The pro-
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o ster and Phil Ocker. On the two coloured champions—Chin
Ghook and Jack Watson—appearing, they were g:eated with lou
cheors, and it is needless to state that the noble art of self.defence
was shown 1n its true form, they having toreappear to box an extra
round. In the body of tho hall were Jem Sullivan, R.Sadler. H.

“““ ‘The Sporting Life’: 8t February 1889

13 Mar Pat Condon W pts 3 Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington
First series — English 10st. 4Ib. competition
BOXING TOURNAMENT AT THE
AGRICULTURAL HALL.
There was no falliog off in the attendance of spec-

tators at Islington y evening, snd there was
just the sanie enth excited over the several con-
tests 1o the com wn that formed the programme.
In the first of the 10st. 4lb. contest Ching

Ghook, the black, Zdefeated Pat Condon; E. White,
‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 14" March 1889

15 Mar Ted White L pts 3 Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington
Semi-final — English 10st. 4Ib. competition
tion.  Those standing in the 1Dst b contest -ve E White,
Clorkenwell. who defeated (bing Ghook, whilst Samuel

‘London daily Chronicle’: 16! March 1889

30 Mar Bill Batteller _ Exh.3 _ ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

{Old Pord), Bill Cheese v, an amateur, Chinzg Ghook v. Bill
Batteller (8t. Luke's), aad Young Tiffen and Seaton, the geaeral
‘The Sporting Life’: 15t April 1889

12 Apr Harry Denny L pts 6 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch

The anaual enteria nment argen sod Yo the propreior
of the Biae Anchor, ®horediirh (Tom "M'{.\ tor ' he
membders of the Lomdon Sto k Ky bange, 19g place
oot nigat. when besvles eshihition box by the
brothers Wall « Toff ° ard Hily, and '[qu.«.
W. Maidings «nd J. Haadiey, taree mxemnd
vinve (ontes's ween Ao derd the corbha‘ants heing
heary. miidie, «ud gkt wel bty wha anpeared in (he

the ring was (hing Ghoolt, another “darky,” v Harry
Denny, who is lnoked upon as the % ehampin, Thiy
was anther gxood lattle, the white man secur.ng the
vendic, s

‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 13" April 1889

22 Apr Dave Burke L pts 3 Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington

First series — English 10st. competition
Last night an important boxing tournament, for prizes
a-mountinf to £1,000., was commenced at the Agricul-
tural Hall, Islington. In addition to the serious boxing,
there will be competitions for veterans. The first
of these was for men oyer fifty years of age

who had appeared in the prizering, and the

and winning with something in hand. Dave Burke

{Lambeth) and Ching Ghook, the nigger, then met, aad

after a very bad display of boxing, in which there wasa

lot of wrestling and clinching, the verdict was given to

Burke, J. Kendrick (Lambeth) was over weight, and bis
‘The Birmingham Daily Post’:- 23" April 1889

24 Apr Alfred Suffolk L pts 3 Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington
30



15 May

15 Jul

Aug

Cousolation Stakes. Jirst Seres - Alfred Suf.
folk (Lambeth, beat Ching Ghnok (Shoreditch
‘This was a jo00d spar, the exschanges being very
even, but Saffolk Jjust won. W, Gaon (Plumstead ),

‘London Daily Chronicle’: 25" April 1889

Jacob Hyams Exh. 3 St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street

BAT MULLINS'S ASSAULT AT ARMS.

With thedecline of the boxing season proper cOmes &s & matter o
course the annual display given by Mullins, in addition to those
who, professionals and amateurs alike, stand by the veteran for
auld lang syne, and his good conduct both in _and out of the ring.

B

WY &b YV EBISWy W Senm snssens oemsseere = 2o Sgve . t nu‘llin_.
astonished the company, For last night’s entertainmen

i t. Andrew’s Hall, Newman.street,
selected his mnative heath—S8 Ky~ i .‘.“’ e

rd. Time was when boxi
G called Gambride Hall, 1t was 8 favourits rendervons, but

the last round. They were recalled. Jacob Hya:s and Ching
Ghook were applanded as they ontered the mrena. It wass grand
exhibition, and we!l worthy the reputation of the boxers. An en-
core was stoutly demanded. Mr. A. F. Bettinson and Alec Roberts

‘The Sporting Life’: 16" May 1889

George Baxter Exh. 3 Bell Lane

At the end of August 1889, Hook took over management of the boxing saloon attached to the Walnut
Tree pub on Bull Lane, Stepney. A Sporting Life article tited CHING GHOOK’S OPENING NIGHT described the place
as “crowded to excess” for his tournament open to men under 8 stone 4Ib. Across 1889 a scattering of references to
Hook not fighting at quite his best begin to appear but are countered with regular praise for his fighting skills, oratory

abilities and ability to entertain with comedic talent.

31 Aug

9 Sep

Sarah Elizabeth Cox

CHING GHOOK'S OPENING NIGHT.
On Saturday cveaing Mr. Walter Flight's boxing saloon attached
to the Walnut Tree, Bull-lane, Sugney, was crowded to excess, it

being tho opening night, under the management of that clever
cbony boxer, Ching Ghook., An 8it 4! amateur competition had

been announced to take place, but on the roll being called over
only two answered to their names. Ching, who is determined to
keep faith with the public, signified his intention of giving the
prize (a handsome cup) for the two lads to compete for ina six
rounds contest, Beth lads agreed, and a capital ono it was from

‘The Sporting Life’: 4" September 1889

Jack Watson Exh. 3 Albion Tavern, Redman Road, Mile End



THE PARAGON xgome lcx.tm. -

On Monday evening Mr. Rogers’s boxing salcon, atiached to the
Albion Tavern, Redman-road, Mile-End. the head-quarters of the
Paragon Boxing Club, was crowded to excess to witnrss an §sl
amateur competition promoted by the eaptain, C. Steveus, and Jach
Ellis, instructor to the club, The oflicials were—judges, Daw

Then came the spar of the evening between those two colonr-!
boxers, Jack Watson and Ching Ghook. Jerry Collins v. [
‘The Sporting Life’: 11t September 1889

1 Nov Jem Burchell Exh. 3 Pentonville Baths
TWO SIX ROUNDS ,con.xla,rg '.AT THE PENTONVILLE

There was o large company present here on Priday, to witness s
couple of six m'u':da contests, promoted by Arthur Guiteridge.

v. F. W, Bates (amateur), Gutteridge's Midgets, Jem Burohell
sad Ching Ghook, snd the wind.up between A.Gutteridge and

- ‘The Sporting Life’: 6" November 1889
3 Nov T. Euston W pts 3 Pelican Club

B PO O 7. b Madaimn.
: : and F. B,
M:O‘opc u’a n.in'x'sa"u. Referee : Mr, R, Watson.

An attractive programme Wwas provided for the amusement of
members on the 8rd, one of the chiel features being the appearance
am.mymmmmmbmmam
Mumuc.vhooumudwd Samson.
Mr. J. Fleming, the boxi ., introduced Sandow,
and expressed MMM' was unable, o to &
slight spran ol"g:‘mmd muscles, to give an exhibition of
chain. or vdﬂh‘l-lm':? (l:‘ vllm'thouv.rmt was not
borEy ) B e el ylicl he did, to the evident —
faction of his admirers, W gave vent to exclamations
of astonishment as Sandow in & well studied style, calculuted
to display the tissues to the bess possible advantage. The

S o o

First series — 10st. competition

3 Nov Nat Bell W pts 3 Pelican Club
Second series — 10st. competition
3 Nov Alf Suffolk L pts 3 Pelican Club

Final — 10st. competition
CHING GHOOK beat T. EvsroN.

Round 1.—Ching short, and Euston countered him. Throughout
the boxing was fast and furious, and mutusally advan us until
the last minute, when the coloured man had rather the bestof it,

Round 2.—Half-way through Ghook took a commanding lead, and
once Euston was knocked down, but quickly resnmed.

Round 3.—Weight told its inevitable tale, and although Euston
boxed very pluckily Ghook was the cleverer, and finally won,

CHING GHOOK beat NAT BELL.

Round 1.—Bell, very weak, could not well withstand the on-
slaughts of Ghook, and had the worst of the excha: -

Round 3.—Ching made great use of his left in this t, ‘and Bell
rose to the oceasion, but was receiver general,

Round 8.—Ghook took a good lead, and, er with it, ultimately
won, after a determined set.to.

AL.
Arr BurroLk defeated CHING GHOOKX.

Round 1.—Suffolk had all the best of the rouad, the former's left
rarely being outof Ching’s face.

Round 2.—Again Suffolk forced matters, and Ghook manifested
improvement, BSeveral rallies came about, but Suflolk was master
of the situation. -

Round 3.—Sufiolk led off, and Ching being slow and indifferent,
his opponent finally won,

Barrey Shen and Bill Kennedv ably acted asseconds.:

‘The Sporting Life’: 5" November 1889

9 Nov Dave Burke Exh. 3 Sadler’s Wells Theatre
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SADLER'S WELLS THEATRE,

cials :—Judges : Tolf Wall, Cod Meddings, W. Talbot, W,
Ofciale —Judgms . e pud Disk nomm.“ﬁ: e
Mr. Diok Swift, and Mr, B. Bimous, of B .0.

Ay AwriDadla

““Brhibition Boxiog.,— Pred Johnson v. Jem Laxton, Ching Ghook
'.BDx‘h's: ;én?mno?:ﬂnmvd to gargle the thorax, as explained by |

‘The Sporting Life’: 12" November 1889

26 Nov Bill Smith Exh. 3 King’s Arms, Quaker Street, Spitalfields

| SIX ROUNDS CONTEST IN SPITALFIELDS.
Although not crowded, there was a fair attendance of spectators

at Reuben Barter's Saloon, the King’s Avmns, Quaker-street
Spitalfields, last eveni .wh-lhowl;fmlu - 1

was a six-round contest couple of bantam weights, Con
con s o
Hasgorty and Tom Scaton, both of whom, belonged (0. the meigh:

first.named gaining a clever vi « During the e-ha th
a ‘...' , Tom
s.,.'-“h-'-"..."{.’°'"";£'“,"°;..'~=-"‘“.,.°~ (saizur sad G Ghool v, BT
ta ox . a or were
and Chris. Palmer, llg."s, . Hulls officiating as referce.

‘The Sporting Life’: 27t November 1889

30 Nov Bill Smith Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
BOXING AT TOM SYMONDS.

On Saturday night the oid salnon a‘tached to the Blue Anchor,
Cburch-ozuoty Shoreditch, so long known to the fancy and its
patrons as * Old Bill Richardson's,” was simply packed by a
critical audience, who are weekly drawn bither, knowing thoy can
always get the value of their money, and spend an enjoyable even.
ing. The room, which can boast of & well-pitched ring, is adorned
with portraits and engravings of all the best known exponents, past
and present, of the noble art, besides many well-known characters
in other branches of sport. A capital evening’s amussment had

first-named gaining a clever victory. During the nhath
tohell (Beihnal Green) v, Clarence Holt, Tom
et e fhemen, fopanut) tad fhne G v, 21
ith. (Hox : a or were
and Chris. Palmer, llg.__&,_ . Hulls officiating as referce.

‘The Sporting Life’: 3" December 1889

4 Dec Nat Bell W pts 3 Royal Aquarium Theatre, Westminster

First series — English 10st. competition
i€ grear DOXIDg Tournament under the manage-

ment of Frank Hinde was continued at the West-
minster Aquarium, last evening, when the first bouts
of the 10st. and 9st competition were worked through.
The attendance was again a good one and the boxing
witnessed was certainly the best seen durine the waek.

The concluding bout betweenm Ching Ghoek black)
and Nat Bell was exciting, as in the second round
Bell nearly knoeked his opponent out. However, the

coloured gentleman rallied and was in the end
declared the winner.

‘York Herald’; 5" December 1889

6 Dec Bill Cheese L pts 3 Imperial Theatre

Second series — English 10st. competition
ALOW him to playv his usual game of ¢lipping away. Cheese
and the Liack, Ching Ghook, had a hard-hitting spar, the

lagter, afier foreing the . being decisively beaten,
Mesers B, J. Angle and J. M. Deuglas were the juiges.
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W. CILELESR (Shprediteh) rear CHING GHOOK
(Shoreditch). )

Cheese at once dashed in with the left and avolded the
counter, andgome smart in-fighting folloned, Checse up-
setting the nigger’s equilibrium with the jeft. He con-
tinn to force the fighting, and Ching Glook scemed &
bit slow, but msde one or two poiuts, leaving off the first
round. bowerer, with the di:advantage. The second round
saw Cheese azain leading, be being bandy with the loft, but
the dusky one at times took the lead, dashing in ** one. two
on Cheese's face. A sharp rally was in favour of Ching
G Leok. who then made himsel! feit on tLe body. It now

end. In the third round Ching at once
wl.ndu.l ?n.in.o.ppmont heavily with the left, and some even
e |sw

Cheese on the To the
end of mdth#«b mmﬂ"‘
thing, in favour of the white. Amuz‘n-lm
last m--mcm&munm .only to

¥ A
:ﬁdm.:':dm?"‘ away! to the end it was
a

went to Cheese.
‘The Sportsman’: 7th December 1889

:

10 Dec Lachie Thompson L pts 6 Sadler’s Wells Theatre
L ~ _ First series — 10sr. 4lb. competition
Gritfiths, and Lachie Thompeon pertormed in similar
style on Ching Ghook. A couple of four-roand con-
"Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 11" December 1889

1890
18 Jan George Baxter Exh. 3 ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch
25 Jan A 16-year-old printer named Arthur Knight collapsed and died in the ring at the Exmouth Arms,

Clerkenwell, at a night of exhibition boxing run by Hook, as “master of ceremonies”. An uncle of Knight’s stated at the
inquest a week later, that the lad was an epileptic and “not strong” yet he was a regular attendee at the Exmouth Arms
boxing club where he had trained without a problem.

After about a minute in the first round of light sparring, someone called time. Knight was “rushed” to his corner by Hook,
where the teenager fainted. Every effort to revive him was sought but by the time a doctor arrived, Knight was dead.

Dr Eber Chambers, performing the post-mortem, found no injuries at all upon Knight’'s body but death was said to have
been caused by “compression on the brain” leading to a rupture of blood vessels, “caused by a time when the young
man was excited, and the heart’s action was accelerated by boxing”. Edward Barry, his opponent, was also Knight's
housemate, they both wore gloves, and neither had delivered a hard blow in a bout that was only meant to show form.
The Coroner observed that the rupture may have been caused by any sort of excitement, boxing-related or not, and a
jury cleared Barry, giving Knight's death as “natural causes”. Two days after the inquest, Hook was back at the packed
out Exmouth Arms, judging a 9 stone boxing competition.

Sarah Elizabeth Cox
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SUDDEN DEATH WHILST BOXING.

On BSaturda "-hi.' boxing
organised by . Tully, was in course
at the Exmouth Arms, Clerkenwel!, Lon-
ﬂmrmwuwmmm
rounds, when Knight and a friend, Edward
m.mwuthumpdrum
For a time matters went all a light scieatific
style being adopted. .mm
B e B e ek, vhe oliated
his hands. Ching Ghook, who as master
of the ceremonies, rushed to the lad and bore him
to his corner, Medical aid was sought, and every
effort made to restore life, but without effect. The
deceased, a working lad, was very fond of boxing,

E
|
g
E
Is

5
2f
Eu
:

more one
doubtless epilepsy in this ins
be the cause ot death.

‘Brecknock Beacon’: 315t January 1890

P ietors, M

dug &

g t here, for thei ! ! r are a t
average Alice Davidson, Louie Vernon, and Miss Emils
Melnot ¢ plete the | 4

1 rood | 81

‘The Music Hall and Theatre Review’: 8" February 1890

Feb-Sep Appears in music hall in Hull (then in Merthyr Tydfil, Birmingham, Leeds, Wigan, Portsmouth, Dover)

gqmmn PALACE PORTERSTREXNT,
)

" DUTCH GIRL! The Faomiesy SBketch in
the Music Halls, Merrieas Prodacsion Traveliing,
MR JAMES TAYLOR sad MI33 ADA
ALEXANDER, the Greasest Datch Inparssastr,
2. MISS ALICE DAVID3ON,
3, RETTA RICHIER.
4 Qcrpors HIGGINS, CHING HOOK, and MI33
ALIOE DAULTREY, 5 LE MuUNTHE,

6. MR W, D, FARRELL. 7. Your Od Favourites,

OONWAY and LELAND, the Monipades,

8. Mr GEO. REGENT. Comie, Topleal, and

Extempore Vocalise,
FRIDAY NIGHT, Complimentary Basncdy o0 Me
George Regent

‘Hull Daily Mail’: 20" February 1890

In 1890, Hezekiah went on the road with his comic sparring act to good acclaim, appearing between 1890 and 1891 at
the Alhambra Palace Hull, Garcia’s Princes Palace Leeds, The Gaiety Palace Birmingham, Princes Theatre Bradford,
Whitechapel Horns Pub Barkingside, The New Alhambra Landport, Victoria Hall Westminster.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog

18 Mar Frank Young L pts 3 Sanger’s Circus, Sheffield
First series — 11st. 41b. competition
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the winner. Frank Youog, Notting
Ghook. _Tn the first and second
lashing Yumx in the face with

time got out of the way of Young’ & On
the third round Young got home the right
on Ching's body, and at the finish the Notting
boxer was adjudged the winuer,

‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 19" March 1890

22 Mar Dick Gammon Exh. 3 Sanger’s Circus
itch, The coloured 10st champion, Ching Ghook, and
Bwk' Gammon, both of London, .next boxed three
tounds, in which the darkey showed his superioriy
over his lesser opponent.
‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 24" March 1890

24 Mar Felix Scott Exh. 3 Public Rooms, Jarratt Street, Hull

 The inclelent weather was no doubt the canso of & very poor
‘audience at the Publie Rooms, Jurrsitatrest, Hull, last evening,
|when Mr, J. H. Shelley opened his .".‘!'.,"""U::':d
|boxing tournsment,  Pre ings corsmenced with a club exen

of applsure, Ching Ghook (whem Mr. Shelloy annonnced had
heen matched axainst Felix Beott for the coloured championship of
England) and Ellis, of Nottiogham, nest boxed three rounds. The

‘The Sporting Life’: 25" March 1890
Apr
OXFORD PALACE OF VARIETIES. —Proprieto
Manager, Mr Richard \Veignell.—()orponl‘iliggi:a :23
Professor Ching Ghook, assisted by Miss Alice Daultrey
boxers, head the bill, and are deservedly well received.
Didier and Firth, comedians and musicians, are warml):
applauded for a clever show ; Teddy Mosedale, comic
Professor Lucas with his limelight views ; Miss Alice
Davidson, burlesque actress; Miss Fanny Guyton
serio ; Sisters Olive, duettists ; Mdlle. Elsie, French
vocalist, bicyclist, and dancer ; and Miss Minnie Gough
serio and male impersonator, draw large houses, y

‘The Era’: 5! April 1890

10 Jun ‘an amateur; Exh. 3 Albion & Paragon gymnasium, Redman’s Road, Mile End

Ching Ghook (black) v, an amateur, Bob Whittle (llmchuto'f-‘
and Jack Suttle then wrestled the best of three falls, M.C,’s, Phi
Koski and Jem Ycung.

‘The Sporting Life’: 12t" June 1890

15 Jul Tom Lawrence Exh. 3 Horns Public House, Barkingside

BARKINGSIDE. .
Boxixe CowprriTiONs.—A series of boxing
competition came off at the Horns public-
bouse, Barki on Tuesday evening. The
chief item on the programme was a six-round
contest for a prize consisting of a silver hunter
watch. Queensbury rules were observed. The
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contest was to have been between Tom Law.

rence, of Stratford, and Fred Carr, of West

Ham, but the latter did not appear. Lawrence

and Ching Hook went through some exhibition

boxing, as also did T. Warner, of Leytonstone,
‘Essex Times’: 16" July 1890

21 Jul Marriage in St. Ann’s Church, Whitechapel to Bermondsey-born Mary Ann Maddin, aged 31.
She was born in Ireland.

True to her faith, Mary married Hezekiah under the rites of the Roman Catholic Church, and to be a legal marriage as
such, it was certified by the local civil registrar and two independent witnesses, as Catholic Priests would not be able to
sign a marriage certificate until 1898.

This lead to an interesting discovery, as the two witnesses were “Lascoff’ and “Mary Humphrey” a married couple.
Lascoff Humphrey (sometimes John, sometimes Humphreys) was the real name of the Lion Tamer Alicamousa, who
had gone on tour of the UK after most likely training Hezekiah to take his place at the East London Aquarium. Lascoff
was originally from St Vincent in the West Indies. Lascoff's wife, Mary (actually Marian) was, like Hezekiah’s wife, an
Irish Cockney from South London.

After his marriage in 1890, Hezekiah went on the road with his comic sparring act to good acclaim, appearing between
1890 and 1891 at the Alhambra Palace Hull, Garcia’s Princes Palace Leeds, The Gaiety Palace Birmingham, Princes
Theatre Bradford, Whitechapel Horns Pub Barkingside, The New Alhambra Landport, Victoria Hall Westminster.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog

9 Sep Dick Gammon Exh. 3 United Brothers Club, Commercial Street
THREE CONTESTS AT THE UNITED BROTHERS CLUB.

The spacious hall attached to this c'ub in Cormamercial.sireet, E.,
was crowdad to excess on Tuesday evening last, when Dick Geaio-
mon was accorded s complimentary benefit, and right royally did
his friends rally round him, A rather lengthy bill of fare was at

(Bethnal Green), the wind.np being belween Dick Gammon and
Ching Ghook. The committee did &ll in their power 10 pieserve
‘The Sporting Life’: 11" September 1890

20 Dec Dave Burke Exh. 3 Victoria Hall, Walthamstow

PROFESSOR E. WHITE'S ASSAULT.AT-ARMS.
Assisted by a nuniber of well-known amateurs and

professionals,

Professor E. ucwchnﬂ boxer, successfully

held an assault-at-arms at the Victoria Walthamstow, this
the inclement weather, of

(Basurday) to , several of the
com attend, and the programme
curtailed ; mmmmm the
elements rewarded with a of boxing.

with an exhibition bout Ching Hook and Dave

after which was decided & six-round contest between Tom
‘The Referee’: 215t December 1890

27 Dec Jack Field W pts 4 ‘The Blue Anchor’, Shoreditch
1891
13 Jan Hospitalised with abscesses in the thigh

Mr CHING GHOOK, of Daultray, Higgins, and Ching
Ghook, sketch artists, is laid up in the Leicester
Infirmary. On Monday evening he appeared with his
company at the Gaiety Palace of Vaneties, but next
day he was taken to the infirmary, where he remains,
suffering from abscesses in the thigh,

‘The Era’: 17" January 1891

23 Feb George Wilson Exh. 3 Wells’ Rooms, Bay Street, Leicester
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Wells' Rooms ir Bay-street, Leicester, were
crowded last Monday evening on the occasion of a
complimen to Ch Ghook, who whilst
oa a visit to the town recently was knocked up with
illoess and confined to the Infirmary. Asa send off
after his discharge, George Wilson arranged Mon-
day's evening's proceedings, the chief item in which
was a 9t. 6lb. amatear competition. The entry

the verdict. During the evening George Wilson
m&: three rounds with Ghook, which
fu s pleasing exhibition of the *“‘noble art.”
At the close, Ghook returned thacks to Wilson for
mmw (Ghook's) i_}eh;lf. and to the local
t for support. The cedin passed
off satisfactorily. i ui
‘Leicester Daily Post’: 24" February 1891

COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT TO CHING GHOOK.

The Wils Room« 2t Leioster were crowded on Monday cvenicg,
on the occasion of & complim:ntary ben fit to Ching Ghook, of
London, who, whil-t travelling with a theatiical company, w8
stiuck down with illniss in the hosiery o nirc. Upon receiving
his diseharge from the hospital, George Wilson was loth to les the
black lvavethe town without s 8 nd-off, and it must have been
gratifying 10 (Ghook —a boxer of twenty years’ standing—that the
sports in Leicester raliied round hita mm such iarge numbers,
Duing the evening George Wil:on engaged in a three rounds
exhibiiion spar with Ching, which fuiniske.l a p'easing exhibition
of the noble nit, but the clnef feature of the evening’s bill of fare

‘The Sporting Life’: 26" February 1891

23 Mar Harry Avis Exh. 3 Kin%:s Arms, Waltham Abbey
BOXING AT WALTHAM ABBEY.

Harry Avis's spacious boxing saloon at the King’s Arms,
Waltham Abbey, was fairly attended on Monday night, the occa.
s.on being asir.round contest batween 'aul Rowley (of Waltham)
and Ern Harvey (of Old Ford), Puncinally to time Jem Porter,
the M.C.. introduced G. Spillott and W. West into the ring, these
being followed 1n quick time by L. Spillest and P. Redman, and
M. Spillett v. G. Spillett, this go being as good as the conlest usiol'r,
the brothers fighting all the time. Not very often do Harry Avis's
patrons have the pliasure of soving him don the mitten:, but hedid
8o on this occasion with Ching (Ghook (the eoloured chanpion), and
they were greoted with enthusiasm. After they had had three
very scientific rounds, the ring was cleared for the contest, in

‘The Sporting Life’: 25" March 1891

18 Jun Daughter Eliza Margaret Moscow born, in Norton Folgate, London..
Jul Daughter baptised as a Roman Catholic.

By 1891 Hezekiah and Mary were living in a single room in Elder St Whitechapel, in a shared house with the King family,
the head of which was a Lithographic Printer a pretty reasonable job for a working man, William King was letting or sub-
letting a room in the house to Hezekiah and Mary.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog
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22 Sep Kit Marney Exh. 3 Deptford

SIX ROUNDS CONTEST NEAR DEFTFORD.

J. HOLTOWAY v. W, STEVENRX, FOR A PURSE.

These Inds—the first-named of whom hails from New ('ross and
the latter from Bermondsey —mct at a sporting rendezvous neur
Deptford on Tuesday evening to box six rounds under Queensberry
Ru'es for a prize presented by some local sportsmen. here was o
large aud orderly company present, and, before the event of tho
erening took place, the following couples displayed their abiiity in
the exhibition line :—Tha Brethers F. and E. Barman (Bermond-
sey). Tom and Jem Chipman (Deptford), Ching Ghook (hlack) v.
Kit Marncy (Doptford), who made a capilal show, and J. Hill

‘The Sporting Life’: 24" September 1891

17 Nov Harry Avis Exh. 3 Waltham Abbey

GLOVE CONTESTS AT WALTHAM ABBEY.
THE METROPOLIS v. WALTHAM DISTRICT.

Ono of those select companies which at stated intervals visit Mr,
Harry Avis’s hostelry at Waltham AbLbey. and nrre onmpn'-od
mostlyof * Bulls an | Bears,” were present last Tuesday evening,
when a choioe bill of fars was subinitted, and thres eight rounds
ocontests were served u), decidedly hot and warm, more especially

minutes, when hogave in. Tho beas of the place, Harry Avia, was
more than e'ficient as M (*. and as a finale wound up with that
gentlemaa of colour yelept Ching Ghook.

‘Sporting Life’: 14" November 1891

23 Nov Alf Suffolk Exh.3 National Sporting Club, Covent Garden
himself with. Previous to the contest Alf Suffolk and
Ching Ghook sparred three oapital rounds, creating
loud laughter, and Messrs. Carvor and Clark wrestled in
various styles,
‘The Sporting Life’: 24" November 1891

11 Dec George Sullivan Exh. 3 Theatre Royal, Colchester
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THE NOBLE ART AT COLCHESTER,
MR MACKZNZIES SHOW.

the darkey has not recen

so well. This over, two Bloomsbury men, Ja
‘The Sportsman’: 14" December 1891

BELSIZE BOXING CLUB.
(Eyre Arms Assembly Rooms, 8t. John's Wood, N.W.)

The tenth annual display takes place on 'l‘u.dn{. Programme :
—Horizontal bar by German Gymuastic Society, clubs by Mr. Fred
Bsden, B.B.C., lance and sword exercise by the Royal Horse
Guards (Blue), feats of strepgth by Messrs. Geo 8. Richmond, J.
Szalay, L. Elliott, R. Spencer, Alce‘ Spencer, and Pierre Stah],

uarterstaff and bayonet v. Bayonet ll’ members of the Viotoria

ifles. Boxing by Mesars. J. Steers ( .B.Oi). J. Hoare (0.G.R.),
E. Dettmer (8.B.C.). F. Curmg. B.C.).G. F. Be (Poly, B.C.),
J.J. Rowe (R.V.A.A.C.), E. Doland, V. Barker (B.B.C,), W.J.
King (B.B.C.), H. King (B.B.C.), T. Bishop (B.B.C.), B. Davy
(B.B.C.), and Mr. P. Hollis (B.B.C.): Professors Bill (Chester-
field) Goode, Coddy Meddings, Alec Roberts, Jem Brock, Ching
Ghook, and Billy M'Carthy (middle-weight ohampion of Australia),
:{ull military band, M.C.'s, Messrs, B, J, Angle and A, F, Bet-

nson.

‘The Sporting Life’: 10" December 1891

15 Dec E. Davey (Belsize BC) Exh. 3 Eyre Arms Assembly Room, St. John’s Wood

Belsize BC 10" Annual Display
‘The 10" annual display, on 15 December was considered “much above the average of such
displays”. Despite the pouring rain, or “unfavourable meteorological surroundings”, in the prose of
the day, the building was “packed to suffocation.” Between events, the audience was regaled by a
string band. Belsize novice E. Davey boxed the mysterious Ghing Ghook, a racist ring name for
Hezekiah Moscow, who had a brief ring career, and disappeared from view leaving behind a wife
and young baby. Though Caribbean-born Ghook had been the victim of racism, and apocryphal
stories that he had Chinese ancestry, and used to be a lion tamer, he was a popular performer on
this Belsize show and later became instructor to the Watford Boxing Club.’

‘The Belsize Boxing Club’ by Kevin Batchelor
ended their exertions they were deservedly cheer.d, Mr. E. Davey
(iselsize B.U.) and Ching [Ghook (professional) were the next mr
e

of bozers, and ithroughout the ciean hiiting and clever tacties o
coloured individual were much adwnired and londiy epplauded.

‘The Sporting Life’: 16" December 1891

1892
11 Jan Bill Cheese W pts 10 National Sporting Club, Covent Garden
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Grove CoNTesT IN LONDON. —At the National Sporting

Club, London last evening, a

couple of comtests wih tae

kloves were decided before a larg company of wewbers,
Lom Woolley, of Waisall, and K .uben Bazxter, of Lotuuon
boxed for a valuable purse, both ~caling st Jib.  Tous con-
test lasted dve rounds, Baxter, after a wary battle, setilung
his man with & bot left-hauder.—Lill Cheese and Ching
Ghook, the biack, bosed ten roauds, the latter winuug atier

a 2ood set-to

‘Edinburgh Evening News’: 12" January 1892

THE NATIONAL SPORTING CLUB.
REUBEN PAXTER

BEAT
TOM WOOLLEY,
AND
CHING GHOOX
OPPOSSD

BILL CHEESE.

——— g — —

—a gontleman of colour ~has long since gone where the
govd niggers go. He was & light-hearted, morry fellow
was Aleo, but the poot little nig in a doss house withm the
purlieus of Spitalfields was mortally stabb:-d. ‘There wasa
good dea! of aympathy expiessed in his bobalf, and many
wore the stories told concoming Alec’s drolleries, for
truth to tell he was & remarkably diverting little
body in the magic circle. Looking at his old companion in
arms last ovening, weo pictared to ourselves Muuroe's
| wonderful loap to the rear when his opponeat led off, and
eallod to mind the yolis of delight with which both boxers
and their supporters greoted the coon’s agility. People
who go boxing nowadays are s terribly iu earnest (at least
they appear to be) that it is cemforling to reoall tie

- Taald an alasasle

Of the four men who appeared last evening at the olab in
Corent Garden, two, at least, sre advancing towards that
goal which, with the help of sell proservation (better known
as the first law of nature) and & providential escape from
the fatal olfects of La Girippe, will carry them into the rank
and file of the veteran class. We refer to Bill Cheese ..ud
Ching Ghook, the gentleman of ecolour and entertaining
vorbosity when in the humour for oratory. Ching’s first
appearance on the boaids we well romember. He was cob-
tewporary with Alec Mnnroe somotimes written Monro,
baut it was all the same to Alec for you paid your money and
took your choica). As you areaware, dear reader, Munros

thoy .ppu;'io be) that it is cemforting to recall tie
eccontricitios of men like Muaroe, who conld so cloverly
vary the shady side of the noble art, and raise a laogh in-
stead of a well rounded adject:ve. And yot he waa not by
any moans a champion, but nome the worse for that,
soning that he was all the more usefal in his particular colr,
His sprite-like anlios always convulsed the company with
laughter, and, coupled with s knowledge of boxing well
removed from mediocrity, he richly earned the reward of
merit which, 1 his time, rarely reacned boyond whal
goientists term ' the nobbings,” In London boxing circles
Alec was sadly miased, more especially by Ching Ghook, to
whom he was & wan and a ** bradder.” Aasto Hill Cheese,

Theo Norton
Jack Stevens

dispose of the wan from Wwsall. ‘Theu the docks were
cleared for the Uhesse snd Ghook display. Ching. wo may
mention, was tzaght the rulimenta of the art at the 81-0{
Cont Moy by Lews whem Ghook worked as pot boy for|
Pauch, Ho in & West Indian bhck.nd.nmv to sy, lived |
and toiled im the  district where is  confrere, |
Alee Manros, met his Jeath. Last evening Ching was re-
orted by no mauner of meams well, though ™ not off his
eed.”’ Chaese therolore was confident, and bad the best
of the first tive rounds. In the next three there was little
to ohoose, but the last boat ended in favonr of Ching.
Sammed up, tho genersl opinicn was that Chesss had won,
but it wos ralod otherwise. and iihook proclaimed the
winner. Prefucing detais with the anpoun~ement that
Mr. B. J. Anglo was referee, and Mr. T. Avderson time-
keoncr, we get along with the nctosl facts,

‘The Sporting Life’: 121" January 1 892
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nessed between Ghook, a coloured champion
mhnmmm and Theo. Norton, of
Ipswich, w

many glove contests. Each of

in a spirited manner, itbm-.
a regular *‘ give and take "’ 8. The utmost
‘East Anglian Daily Times’: 26" January 1892
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15 Feb George Johnson Exh. 3 Exchange Gymnasium, Salisbury Street, Jamaica Road,
Bermondsey
30 Mar The last time that Marian saw her husband, Hezekiah Moscow

'Bcnrtlnzq‘tothoz'ﬁmeofcﬁ
thommg»mysuu*mmundt’g:‘hm
xR
It so happened that he W
uv: an X bition at an at- nﬁ
after doing so he bade his |

0
- 1 ht-” '.l .“n ‘“u
in or o\ﬁlfgt tho%‘nq. mm

The People’; 25! March 1934

13 Jul
CHING GHOOK WANTED.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE *‘SPORTING LIVR,”
Sie,—My hLusband, Hezekinh Moscow, betler known as Chin

Ghook, has been missing froon home since March 20 last,
cannot trace hiva anywhere, nor can the police, 1 feel convinced
that he mast have et with harm, and [ should indeed be thankful
if some one could find him, as I cannot believe that he has desertcd
me and my infant, [ thought if 1 ux‘l)hinod my case some members
of the sporting fraternity would kindly help ine, a8 1 am in great
need of assistance, as | only earn seven shillings per week, and 1
have to support my baby out of that. I should be truly thaukful if
anvone would take an interest in iny case for the sake of my little
one: or if by some means mv husland could be found, as he was a
geod husband and a kind father.—Yours, &c.,

Mamrian Moscow,
27, Gun-:treet, Spitalficlds, July 11, 1802,

‘Sporting Life’: 13t July 1892

1894
22 Dec
We remember being at Bill Richardson’s

when Toff Wall and Ching Ghook were
sparring. In this pleheian quarter of the
world the “nats” are so thick that a
“ gshower " of coppers is only esteemed when
it is heavy. A good old-fashioned penny-
piece happened to hit the woolly head of the
black Ching Ghook, who even then did not
desire that the spectators should not throw
coppers, but said he preferred being struck
by bhalf-a-crown rather than a penny.

‘Boxing World and Mirror of Life’: 22" December 1894

1895

Hezekiah Moscow appears in the admission record for his daughter Eliza at George Yard School in

Whitechapel London, at the time the family were living at 36 White Lion Street, St George, Whitechapel. (or
Islington?)
Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog
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1896

8 May
~*.* WouULp Frank Craig send his address to Mrs, Moscow, 15,
White Lion-street, Norton Folgate, London, as she is anxious to
know any particnlars respecting Chine Ghook, ' o

‘The Sporting Life’: 8 Mé); 1896

1897
23 Jun

almost starving. @ = W

J. SANFORD (Glamorgan).—Ching Ghook, a
biack boxer, who was at one time a feature
in London hoxlng rooms, disap from
England wmopn A{o and is now, so we are
iniormed, acting 8s a kind of dock constable on
one of the American piers.

‘Boxing World and Mirror of Life’: 23" June 1897

1901

Life went on for Hezekiah’s abandoned family, by 1901 Mary and Eliza were living in Whitechapel in a large tenement
building split into numerous individual single room flats, containing a bed, table and chairs and fire place, with a shared
tap and sink on a landing, and probably a privy (toilet) shared by all, outside in the yard, for urgent use there would’'ve
been a “Chamber Pot”, under the bed, otherwise called a “Gazunder” (“Goes Under” the bed), .

Mary took up work Office Cleaning, what was called a “Char Lady” or simply a “Char” she would have probably had to
go in either in in the evening after the office workers had left for the day or in the early hours of the morning prior to their
arrival in the morning, 9 year old Eliza would most likely had been left with neighbours or just on her own in the house
depending on the shift that Eliza was working. Wages were low, barely survivable, this poverty may have been what
drove Eliza’s desperate attempt at the advert in the Adelaide Observer, although it is possible that Mary had used Eliza’s
name as a way of trying to prod Hezekiah’s conscience about abandoning the family.

1904

Not to be put off, even after his wife had given up hope of finding him, his daughter Eliza persisted. And in 1904 the
following advert for Missing Persons was printed in the Adelaide Observer:
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Quite a sad and forlorn attempt to find her father. Why her plea should have been aimed a Australia is not clear, and |
can find no reference to Hezekiah being in Australia.

1908

Mary was admitted to Stepney Workhouse Infirmary with a septic wrist, she was a Tailor’s Presser, putting the creases
into trousers and other clothes, either with an Iron or a steam pressing machine, an occupation that could easily lead to
burns, which in the less than cleanly environment of Victorian London could easily turn septic. She was in the infirmary
for just over a week at the end of December 1908 to the end of the first week in January 1909.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog

1910

DICK BURGE RECALLS A
MEMORABLE FIGHT

WITH BOBBY FOSTER AT NEWCASTLE,

AND RELATES STORIES OF FAMOUS
FIGHTERS HE HAS MET.

There T boxed Ching Hook. the black man,

Ho was a fine fichter, but | was too muoh
] hi [ shall never forget how he took
h nummelling until Lo could stand 1t no
‘--:r or, :i Lien e st .‘Z‘:-! Al"i 11'1 i e
: ike a child. Defoat at tho hands of a
vouncster was a sad blow for hmm I was
orrv for the poor fellow, aud 1 often wish |l
ey w hal bocame of | in. Ho went off 10
America after lus defeat, and we have nover

heard ; ord of lim to ?j:'». day.

‘Thomson's Weekly News’: 11" June 1910

1911

As Eliza grew older and was able to work, the lot of her and her mother slightly improved, and in 1911 Eliza was working
with her mother as a Char Lady Office Cleaning. They managed to find lodgings in a five roomed house in Spitalfields,
courtesy of a young Jewish Cockney School Teacher named Solomon Aarons and his wife and child. Mary and Eliza
must have seemed respectable despite their background in poverty, and it's possible that they may have helped with
the housework as part payment for their lodgings. It is also possible that having the surname “Moscow” may have lead
Solomon to believe that they were Jewish, or at least Hezekiah had been, “Moscow” being a commonly adopted name
by East European Jews coming from Russia.

In 1918 Mary and Eliza must have been making a respectable living for themselves as we find Mary Registered to vote,
and a time when most women were unable to. This was not for the Parliamentary Elections, but was for Local
Government Elections, her qualification seems to have been “Occupation” i.e. she occupied a premises that made her
eligible to vote, even as a lodger in a house of a high enough rateable value, she could qualify if she paid enough rent.

1921

Mary and Eliza were separated, Mary being a patient in the Infirmary of the Hackney Workhouse and Eliza living in a
three room flat in Stoke Newington in the East End. It seems likely to me that the two had been living together until Mary
fell ill and needed to go to the Infirmary, so | don’t believe she was an “inmate” as such, and is described as a “Patient”,
as well as this, Eliza is described as “Daughter” on the census which is crossed through and replaced with “Head” as
well as the address being listed as being inhabited by a “Mrs” Moscow, all seeming to point to their separation being a
temporary one. Mary was still a Char working for an Oil Broker’s firm in the City of London (the central business and
finance district) and Eliza was a Housekeeper (one level above a cleaner) for a Colliery Proprietor also in the City of
London.

1938

In 1938, at the mature age of 47, Eliza married a 59 year old Postman named Henry Frederick Thompson from Bethnal
Green. Henry was a War Veteran who had served in the Seaforth Highlanders in the Boer War, and The London
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Regiment in the First World War, when he was wounded in action. Taking his pension Henry and Eliza moved to Dartford
in Kent, a semi-rural part of Kent at the time.

1939
It also seems that they took Eliza’s Mum Mary with them, as she died in Dartford in 1939.

1949
Ten years later in 1949 Henry died.

1968

Eliza carried on living in Kent, eventually dying there in 1968. Eliza had been born at the height of the Victorian age, to
a Celebrity West Indian Boxer and Lion Tamer, had looked after her mother after her father abandoned them, lived
through the Boer war, and two World Wars, seeing first Zeppelins bombing London, then V1 Rockets raining down on
Kent during the Blitz. When she was born travel was by Horse and Steam power, by the time she died there were men
travelling to space. As far as we know, she never discovered what happened to her father Hezekiah Moscow

Who was Hezekiah Moscow?

My theory is that Hezekiah Moscow was, most likely, “Ezekiah Mascoe”. | believe his surname was Mascoe, but sounded
like Moscow to the Cockney ear when said with a Jamaican accent. I've come to this conclusion through purely
circumstantial evidence, there is no direct evidence whatsoever as to who he was, so we are left with speculation.

The circumstantial evidence is that there is a concentration of an Afro-Caribbean Family from St Andrew’s, Stoney Hill,
Kingston, Jamaica, and although the evidence for this is circumstantial, | believe that this was Hezekiah’s family of
origin. The surname Mascoe, and the Christian name “Ezekiah” (Hezekiah) was prominent within that family at exactly
the time that Hezekiah was born and on through the time when he was most famous. Interestingly it seems that there
were not always birth records for all births, perhaps because of illegitimacy, for children born in the 1860s, some only
turning up in the records when they married, and my theory is that Hezekiah was one of these. A number of men in the
family joined the British Army and traveled abroad, and some eventually came to England in later years.

Where did Hezekiah End Up?

Interestingly a few of the men from the Mascoe family went to work in America, and one at least worked in the Docks
around New York around the time that Hezekiah was rumoured to have been there working as a Dockside Policeman.
For my money that is where he came from, and perhaps he did die, as per the later rumours, penniless and destitute in
New York.

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog
2025

21 Feb A TV drama, ‘A Thousand Blows’, set in the 1880s East End, and loosely based on the boxing life of
Hezekiah Moscow, using research by Sarah Elizabeth Cox is streamed by Disney+

‘Created by Steven Knight, and starring Malachi Kirby, Stephen Graham and Erin Doherty, the drama
is set in the 1880s East End and very loosely inspired by the real characters of Hezekiah Moscow
(Kirby), Alec Munroe (Francis Lovehall) and Sugar Goodson (Graham). Alongside the male boxing
cast are a crew of badass lady pickpockets and swindlers based on the real 19th and 20th century
gang, the Forty Thieves or Forty Elephants, led by Mary Carr (Doherty).

I am the boxing historian, or historical consultant on the show. | am also the first person (that | know
ofl) to have researched and publicly written on Moscow and Munroe, and the rights to this research
were bought by the production company, used by the writers, and read by some of the actors. |
provided detailed feedback on many iterations of every episode’s scripts, trying to ensure historical
accuracy within reason.

Itis, however, a drama, not a documentary. The storylines and many biographical details for the men
portrayed have been dreamt up by the brilliant A Thousand Blows creative team. The inspiration
comes from real lives. Sugar Goodson, Treacle Goodson, Munroe, Moscow, Punch Lewis, Mary Carr,
were real people.’

Sarah Elizabeth Cox
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Boxing record: Total 113: W17 - L23 - D1 - Exh.72
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