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HEZEKIAH MOSCOW 
 

(Ching Ghook) 
 

• c1862 - born 

• 1854 - Chinese migrant workers – indentured - began to arrive in Jamaica, making it possible 
that he was mixed race. 

 

Hezekiah Moscow was, most likely, “Ezekiah Mascoe”. I believe his surname was Mascoe, but 
sounded like Moscow to the Cockney ear when said with a Jamaican accent. I’ve come to this 
conclusion through purely circumstantial evidence…. that there is a concentration of an Afro-
Caribbean Family from St Andrew’s, Stoney Hill, Kingston, Jamaica, and although the evidence 
for this is circumstantial, I believe that this was Hezekiah’s family of origin.  

The surname Mascoe, and the Christian name “Ezekiah” (Hezekiah) was prominent within that 
family at exactly the time that Hezekiah was born and on through the time when he was most 
famous. Interestingly it seems that there were not always birth records for all births, perhaps 
because of illegitimacy, for children born in the 1860s, some only turning up in the records when 
they married, and my theory is that Hezekiah was one of these. A number of men in the family 
joined the British Army and traveled abroad, and some eventually came to England in later years.  
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• Moscow was a teenage ship’s cabin boy, travelling the world and he arrived here at about 
the age of 19 (Where Did You Go, Hezekiah Moscow? The Life and Times of Ching Hook (Part I: 1882-

87) - grapplingwithhistory.com - by Sarah Elizabeth Cox) 
 

Record 
1882 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 6th May 1882 

In May 1882 there was a Newspaper report of a black boxer named “Ching Ghook” in May 1882, described as “the 
black” fighting at the Metropolitan Pub in London, Hezekiah was taking part in the final heat of a 9 stone (i.e. 126 
pound) category.  

Mentioning the fact that he was black was to add to the novelty and draw a bigger crowd, as most Londoners, outside 
of those who lived in the Docks, or who had served onboard ship or in the army had never seen a black person in the 
flesh, and this would have peeked the curiosity of the average Londoner.  

Although somewhat uncomfortable to our ears, the term was not necessarily meant as a derogatory term, rather it was 
descriptive, and was meant to create excitement and draw the crowds, to create a “gimmick” to encourage gambling 
and the backing of certain boxers (even though such gambling was illegal). The use of a nickname was not unusual at 
the time, and one of the other competitors was a man named “Beaky” Smith, most likely because he had a big nose! 
Punters didn’t want to see boring boxers, that craved men with a good back story, or that stood out in some other way. 

In September 1882, there was a Newspaper report of a boxer named “Ching Hook” alongside a number of other boxers 
(including one other West Indian boxer named Alec Monroe) fighting at the Goldsmith’s Arms London, every Saturday 
and Monday evening. This implies exhibition matches rather than competitive, so the boxers would have been receiving 
some sort of payment rather than a prize purse, otherwise there is no way that they would have been able to have fought 
to such a regular timetable due to injuries. 
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7 Oct  Obe Attenbury  Exh 3  ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields 

                Bye – first series – 9st. 4lb.competition 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 19th October 1882 

 
14 Oct  William Baxter  W pts 3  ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields  
                                                               Semi-final – 9st. 4lb.competition 
14 Oct  Reuben Baxter  L pts 3  ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields  

Final – 9st. 4lb.competition 

 
‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’:  21st October 1882 

 
24 Oct   Alex Munro  Exh. 3  ‘Bluecoat Boy’, Dorset Street, Spitalfields 

      Benefit to Bill Newton 
  Bill Newton  Exh. 3  

 
 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 26th October 1882 

 
25 Oct  Alec Munro  Exh. 3  Old Mile End Gate Tavern 
  Sugar Goodson Exh. 3  Old Mile End Gate Tavern  
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‘The Sporting Life’: 28th October 1882 

 
30 Oct  Bill Newton  Exh. 3  ‘The Goldsmiths’ Arms’, Little Sutton Street, 

 Clerkenwell 

  
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 31st October 1882 

 
11 Nov  W. Tyson  Exh. 3  ‘The Goldsmiths’ Arms’, Little Sutton Street, 

 Clerkenwell 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’:14th November 1882 

 
14 Nov     Benefit postponed 

 
‘The Sporting Life’:15th November 1882 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’:21st November 1882 

 
28 Nov  O. Kingston  Exh. 3  ‘Lord Palmerston’, Stayner’s Road, Mile End 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’:29th November 1882 

 
1883 
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20 Jan   2nd place in 880 yards handicap race 

 

‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’: 27th January 1883 

2 May  Jem Chamberlain Exh. 3  Old Mile End Gate, 174, Whitechapel Road  
                                                                              First series - 10st competition                 
2 May  G. Nottage  L pts 3  Old Mile End Gate, 174, Whitechapel Road  
                                                                             Final - 10st competition 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 3rd May 1883 

 
24 May  J.T. Godfrey  Exh. 3  ‘The Griffin’, Shoreditch 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 25th May 1883 

 
29 May  Walter Pickard  W pts 3  Alexandra Rink, Nottingham 

Semi-final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 
29 May  George Wilson  L pts 3  Alexandra Rink, Nottingham 

Final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 
31 May  Owen Hannan  Exh. 3  ‘The Griffin’, Shoreditch 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 2nd June 1883 

 
4 Sep  Harry Mead  Exh. 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Little Anchor Street, Shoreditch 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 6th September 1883 

 
17 Oct  Jack Davenport  Exh. 3  ‘The Old Apollo’, Hare Street, Brick Lane 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 19th October 1883 

 
23 Oct  Alec Roberts  Exh. 3  ‘The Devonshire Arms’, Ironmonger Row, St Luke’s.                      

 
 
 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 26th October 1883 

  
25 Oct  W. Warder  Exh. 3  Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road 

Bye bout in 9st. amateur competition 
25 Oct  Snowball  Exh. 3  Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 26th October 1883 

 
26 Nov  Arthur Cooper  W pts 3     ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

First series – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition  
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‘The Sportsman’: 28th November 1883 

 

 
‘The Referee’: 2nd December 1883 

 
26 Nov  Pat Condon  W pts 3     ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

                         Semi-final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition  

 
‘The Sportsman’: 28th November 1883 

 

 
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 2nd December 1883 
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‘The Referee’: 2nd December 1883 

27 Nov  Jim Pickton  L pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  
                         Final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition  

 
‘The Sportsman’: 28th November 1883 

 

 
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 2nd December 1883 
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‘The Referee’: 2nd December 1883 

19 Dec  J. Millison  Exh. 3   ‘The Griffin’, High Street, Shoreditch 

 

                                                                          
‘The Sporting Life’: 20th December 1883 

1884 
 
What we know is that he first appeared in his role as a Lion/Bear Tamer in 1884 at the East London Aquarium immediately 
after the previous incumbent, another West Indian named “Alicamousa” who left the Aquarium sometime in 1882/1883. 
It appears that the two men were known to each other, and seems likely that Alicamousa either recruited or at least 
trained Hezekiah Moscow as his replacement as an animal tamer at the East London Aquarium, allowing Alicamousa to 
take his now perfected act further afield.  

However the first mention of him at the East London Aquarium was under the pseudonym “Ching Hooke” in December 
1883, ready for the Christmas season, advertised as performing several times daily “with the Bears, Wolves, and 
Hyenas”. 
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East London Aquarium 

 

 
 
2 Feb 

                                                                                  
‘Nottingham Journal’: 4th February 1884 
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‘Shoreditch Observer’: 16th February 1884 

 

         
‘Central Glamorgan Gazette’: 8th February 1884 
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‘Hackney and Kingsland Gazette’: 13th February 1884 

15 Feb  Macfarlane  W pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  
                         First series -  – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 

 
‘The Referee’: 17th February 1884 

 
15 Feb  Tom Picton  L pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

                         Semi-final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 

 
‘The Era’: 16th February 1884 
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‘The Referee’: 17th February 1884 

 

    

‘Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper’: 17th February 1884 

Moscow was living at Pope Head Court at the time. The development was just off Quaker Street in Spitalfields. 
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‘Cradley Heath & Stourbridge Observer’: 29th March 1884 

In this court case the RSPCA Inspector said that he had witnessed Hezekiah Moscow, described as “a man of colour” 
and a “Lion Tamer” enter a cage of bears and force them to perform for a crowd of paying spectators by the use of a 
heavy whip, beating them up to sixty times in total and leaving visible marks on their bodies and heads, forcing them to 
jump over a plank, and culminating in him riding on the back of one of them before leaving the cage. 

The RSPCA Inspector gave a good account of himself in court, taking on the lawyer for the defence in cross examination. 
It’s easy to imagine the hard bitten RSPCA Inspector, well used to verbal and even physical attacks in carrying out his 
job not being intimidated by the be-wigged Lawyer, who, was not used to men from a working class background taking 
the rise out of him: 

Defence: “Did you get into the cage?” (To which there was laughter in the court) 
RSPCA: “No I did not, but I will go in if you will come as well.” (More laughter in court) 
Defence: “Why didn’t you ask the keeper to unbar the cage and let you in?” 
RSPCA: “I would not go near a strange dog, let alone a den of bears.” (Even more laughter in court). 
The Defence Council became quite angry at the ribbing he was receiving from the Inspector, and eventually the 
Magistrate, having had enough of his court being turned into a vaudeville act, stopped the trial, as it was clear that the 
Parliamentary protection of animals bills only applied to domestic animals such as Cows, Dogs, and horses etc, and a 
Bear did not fall into that category. 

Subsequently the RSPCA appealed, and the owner of the show attempted to prosecute the RSPCA Inspector for perjury. 
But nothing came of either attempt, as the Law needed reinterpretation and clarity before a court could decide on any 
such outcome. 

So the outcome was indecisive, but it did cause Hezekiah Moscow to leave the show, and despite the publicity, the wild 
animal show and the London Aquarium did not last for much longer, and eventually the owner filed for Bankruptcy. 

Paul McNeil - timedetectives.blog 

 

12 May  Harry Mead  Exh. 3  Youen’s Assembly Room, Mare Street, Hackney 
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‘The Sportsman’: 13th May 1884 

 
19 May  Harry Mead  Exh.3  ‘The Goldsmith’s Arms’, Little Sutton Street, St. Luke’s 

 
 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 20th May 1884 

 
14 Jun  Jack Davenport W pts 3  West End School of Arms, Newman Street, Soho 

First series – all-England 10st. 6lb competition 
14 Jun  Alec Roberts  L pts 3  West End School of Arms, Newman Street, Soho 

Semi-final – all-England 10st. 6lb competition 

 
 

 
 

 
The Sporting Life’: 19th June 1884 

 
25 Nov  W. Natty  Exh. 3  Recreation Hall:  the Surrey Rifle Volunteers 

  
 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 27th November 1884 

 
6 Dec  Arthur Cooper  L pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

                         Semi-final – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 
1885 
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15 Jan  Alec Roberts  W pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 
First series – 10st. 4lb. competition 

15 Jan  Arthur Cooper  L pts 4  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 
               Second series – 10st. 4lb. competition 

 
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18th January 1885 

 

 
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18th January 1885 

 

 
‘The Referee’: 18th January 1885 

 

 
‘Weekly Dispatch’ (London): 18th January 1885 

 

 
‘The Referee’: 18th January 1885 

  
25 Feb  Harry Bartlett  Exh. 3  ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street., Regent St. 

First series bye – 10st. competition 
25 Feb  Bill Cheese  W pts 3  ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street, Regent St. 

Second series – 10st. competition 
25 Feb  Sam Baxter  L pts 3  ‘The Coach and Horses’, Beak Street, Regent St. 

Final – 10st. competition 
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‘The Sportsman’: 26th February 1885 

 
Mar       Ghook hospitalised 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 31st March 1885 

 
14 May  Arthur Cooper  Exh. 3  St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, Oxford St. 

Bat Mullins 12th annual assault-at-arms 

 
  

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 15th May 1885 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 9th September 1885 

 

 
‘Tavistock Gazette’: September 1885 

 
14 Sep  ?   Exh. 3         ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  
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‘The Sportsman’: 15th September 1885 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 19th September 1885 

 
3 Nov  Bob Dunbar  Exh. 3  Brighton Pavilion 

Benefit assault-at-arms for the Brighton Volunteer Fire Brigade 

 
 

 
‘The Referee’: 8th November 1885 

 
17 Nov  G. Nottage  Exh. 3  ‘The Griffin’, High Street, Shoreditch 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 18th November 1885 

 
1886 
Jan   Ghook is instructor to the Nottingham Amateur Boxing Association 
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‘Empire News & The Umpire’: 31st January 1886 

 

                                                                              
‘Bell's Life in London and Sporting Chronicle’: 3rd February 1886 

22 Mar  George Wilson  Exh. 3  The Circus, Campbell Street, Leicester 

 
 

                                                                          
‘Leicester Daily Mercury’: 23rd March 1886 

7 Apr  George Wilson  Exh. 3  Corn Exchange, Newark 

 

    
 ‘Nottingham Evening Post’: 8th April 1886 
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‘The Newark Herald’: 10th April 1886 

 
3 May  Bill Cheese  Exh. 3  Red Cross Tavern, Bethnal Green  

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 5th May 1886 

 
28 Jun  C. Wall   Exh. 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 29th June 1886 

 
13 Dec  Clarence Holt  Exh. 3  Oriental Hotel, Blackfriars 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 14th December 1886 

1887 
19 Jan  Sam Baxter  L pts 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

                         First series – all-England 10st. 4lb. competition 
21 Feb  Jem Hook  W pts 3  Imperial Theatre, Westminster 

First series – all-England 10st. 10lb. competition 
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‘Birmingham Mail’: 22nd February 1887 

22 Feb  William Brown  L pts 3  Royal Aquarium Theatre 
Semi-final  – all-England 10st. 10lb. competition 

                                                                       
‘The Globe’: 23rd February 1887 

4 Apr  Bob Dunbar  Exh. 3  Red Cross Tavern, Hare Street, Bethnal Green 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 6th April 1887 

 
20 Apr  Bob Dunbar  Exh. 3  HQ of the Royal Artillery Company 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 21st April 1887 

 
23 May  Walter Dennison Exh. 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

 

 



22 
 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 25th May 1887 

 
25 May     Ghook attends Derby Day 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 26th May 1887 

 
30 Sep  Bill Cheese  W pts 6  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 

 
 

                                                           
‘Gloucestershire Echo’: 1st October 1887 

 
6 Oct  Johnny Walker  Exh. 3  St. James’ Hall, Piccadilly 
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‘Sheffield Evening Telegraph’: 7th October  

13 Oct        Was living at 20 Settles Street, Commercial Road, Whitechapel  
 

                   
                   Corner of Fordham Street & Settles Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 Oct  Arthur Bobbett  L pts 6  Lambeth School of Arms 

                                                                                        
‘The Echo’: 18th October 1887 

 
21 Oct  Bill Cheese  Exh. 3  2nd Tower Hamlets Rifles Drill Hall, Whitechapel Road 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 25th October 1887 

 
9 Nov  Ted Burchell  Exh. 3  St. James’ Hall, Piccadilly 
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‘The Nottingham Evening Post’: 10th November 1887 

6 Dec  Felix Scott  Drew 4  ‘The Red Lion’, Fleet Street 
7 Dec  Dave Burke  Exh. 3  Teddington Town Hall 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 10th December 1887 

 
12 Dec  Jack Wannop  Exh. 3  Corn Exchange, Oxford 
  Alec Roberts  Exh. 3 

 
 

 
‘The Oxfordshire Weekly News’: 14th December 1887 

27 Dec   ‘pupil’  Exh. 3  Havelock Gymnasium, London Fields 

 

                                                                                    
‘The Sporting Life’: 28th December 1887 

 
1888 
2 Jan  Sam Baxter  Exh. 3   Seabright Musical Hall, Hill Street, Hackney Road 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 3rd January 1888 

 
Later in January and into February we find Hook seconding young fighters or acting as MC at exhibition bouts at the 
Old Mile End Gate Tavern and the Queen Adelaide in Whitechapel, before taking a benefit at the Blue Anchor in 
Shoreditch. The latter event saw an unnamed trainee of Hook vs Jimmy Earle in a bout that “afforded continual 
merriment, both striking some very funny attitudes and giving away each other’s heads to be tapped” (The Sporting Life, 
Wednesday 15 February 1888). A chap called Clarence Holt also encouraged his 8-year-old dwarf nephews to get in 
the ring. 

Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
 
4 Feb  Jack Magee  Exh. 3 ‘Red Lion Tavern’,  Red Lion Court, Fleet Street. 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 6th February 1888 

13 Feb 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 15th February 1888 

 
5 Mar   Russell   L pts  The Pelican Club, Denman Street  

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 10th March 1888 

 
Apr  East End photographer Harry Carpenter (1860-1906)  
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10 Apr  Bill Cheese  W pts 3  The Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 
First series – English 10st. 2ln. competition 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 11th April 1888 

 
13 Apr  Dick Leary  L pts 3  The Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 

Semi-final – English 10st. 2ln. competition 

 
‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 13th April 1888 
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6 Jul  Jack Donoghue Exh. 3  Pelican Club, Denman Street 

 
 

l 
‘The Sporting Life’: 7th July 1888 

 
Aug   Hook was handed the keys to the City of Norwich pub on Wentworth Street, Whitechapel. The “well 
ventilated” and spacious gym, with its 13 foot boxing ring, was now under Hook’s management and public sparring took 
place every Saturday and Monday night. Granted the honorary boxing title of Professor by the end of 1888, we also find 
Hook teaching every Tuesday night at the Watford Boxing Club.                                                                                                              

Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
 
 

25 Aug 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 29th August 1888 

 
6 Nov  Dick Leary  Exh. 3  Leisure Hall, High Street, Deptford 

 
‘The Sportsman’: 7th November 1888 

 
10 Sep  Jack Watson  Exh. 3  ‘Red Lion and Spread Eagle’, 94, High Street, Whitechapel 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 12th September 1888 

 
24 Nov  Dick Leary  Exh. 3  Leisure hall, High Street, Deptford 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 27th November 1888 

 
4 Dec  Dave Burke  L pts 3  Royal Aquarium Theatre, Westminster 

First series – English 10st. 2lb. competition 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 5th December 1888 

 
1889 
He was back at Belmont’s Sebright to kick off ’89 with a week of exhibition boxing against another black “champion”, 
Jack Watson, and on the 3rd of February that year Hook was elected, unanimously, by members of the Professional 
Boxing Association to become an active and voting member. The same week, Watson and Hook joined the weekly 
changing company of sketch artists, singers and performing animals at the Royal Albert Music Hall, Canning Town. 

 
Sarah Elizabeth Cox 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 6th February 1889 

 
 
7 Feb  Jack Watson  Exh. 4  Royal Albert Music Hall, Victoria Dock Road, Canning 
Town 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 8th February 1889 

 
13 Mar  Pat Condon  W pts 3  Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 

First series – English 10st. 4lb. competition 

 
‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 14th March 1889 

15 Mar  Ted White  L pts 3  Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 
Semi-final – English 10st. 4lb. competition 

                                                              
‘London Daily Chronicle’: 16th March 1889 

30 Mar  Bill Batteller  Exh. 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 

                                                                        
‘The Sporting Life’: 1st April 1889 

 
12 Apr  Harry Denny  L pts 6  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 

 
 

                                                                       
‘The Sporting Chronicle’: 13th April 1889 

22 Apr  Dave Burke  L pts 3  Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 
First series – English 10st. competition 

 

                                                                   
‘The Birmingham Daily Post’:- 23rd April 1889 

24 Apr  Alfred Suffolk  L pts 3  Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington 
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‘London Daily Chronicle’: 25th April 1889 

15 May  Jacob Hyams  Exh. 3  St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street 

 
 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 16th May 1889 

 
15 Jul  George Baxter  Exh. 3  Bell Lane 

 

                                                                            
‘East London Observer’: 20th July 1889 

Aug  At the end of August 1889, Hook took over management of the boxing saloon attached to the Walnut 
Tree pub on Bull Lane, Stepney. A Sporting Life article titled CHING GHOOK’S OPENING NIGHT described the place 
as “crowded to excess” for his tournament open to men under 8 stone 4lb. Across 1889 a scattering of references to 
Hook not fighting at quite his best begin to appear but are countered with regular praise for his fighting skills, oratory 
abilities and ability to entertain with comedic talent.  
 

Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
31 Aug  

                                                                       
‘The Sporting Life’: 4th September 1889 

9 Sep  Jack Watson  Exh. 3  Albion Tavern, Redman Road, Mile End 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 11th September 1889 

1 Nov  Jem Burchell  Exh. 3  Pentonville Baths 

 
 

                                                                         
‘The Sporting Life’: 6th November 1889 

3 Nov  T. Euston  W pts 3  Pelican Club 
First series – 10st. competition 

 
 

3 Nov  Nat Bell  W pts 3  Pelican Club 
Second series – 10st. competition 

3 Nov  Alf Suffolk  L pts 3  Pelican Club 
Final – 10st. competition 

 

                                                                                          
‘The Sporting Life’: 5th November 1889 

9 Nov  Dave Burke  Exh. 3  Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
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‘The Sporting Life’: 12th November 1889 

26 Nov  Bill Smith  Exh. 3  King’s Arms, Quaker Street, Spitalfields 

 

                                                                                
‘The Sporting Life’: 27th November 1889 

 
30 Nov  Bill Smith  Exh. 3  ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch  

 
 

                                                                 
‘The Sporting Life’: 3rd December 1889 

 
4 Dec  Nat Bell  W pts 3  Royal Aquarium Theatre, Westminster 

First series – English 10st. competition 

 

                                                                       
‘York Herald’; 5th December 1889 

6 Dec  Bill Cheese  L pts 3  Imperial Theatre 
Second series – English 10st. competition 
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‘The Sportsman’: 7th December 1889 

10 Dec  Lachie Thompson L pts 6  Sadler’s Wells Theatre   
First series – 10sr. 4lb. competition 

                                                                  
’Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 11th December 1889 

 
1890 
18 Jan  George Baxter  Exh. 3   ‘Blue Anchor’, Church Street, Shoreditch 

25 Jan    A 16-year-old printer named Arthur Knight collapsed and died in the ring at the Exmouth Arms, 
Clerkenwell, at a night of exhibition boxing run by Hook, as “master of ceremonies”. An uncle of Knight’s stated at the 
inquest a week later, that the lad was an epileptic and “not strong” yet he was a regular attendee at the Exmouth Arms 
boxing club where he had trained without a problem.  

After about a minute in the first round of light sparring, someone called time. Knight was “rushed” to his corner by Hook, 
where the teenager fainted. Every effort to revive him was sought but by the time a doctor arrived, Knight was dead.  

Dr Eber Chambers, performing the post-mortem, found no injuries at all upon Knight’s body but death was said to have 
been caused by “compression on the brain” leading to a rupture of blood vessels, “caused by a time when the young 
man was excited, and the heart’s action was accelerated by boxing”. Edward Barry, his opponent, was also Knight’s 
housemate, they both wore gloves, and neither had delivered a hard blow in a bout that was only meant to show form. 
The Coroner observed that the rupture may have been caused by any sort of excitement, boxing-related or not, and a 
jury cleared Barry, giving Knight’s death as “natural causes”. Two days after the inquest, Hook was back at the packed 
out Exmouth Arms, judging a 9 stone boxing competition. 

Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
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‘Brecknock Beacon’: 31st January 1890 
 

 
‘The Music Hall and Theatre Review’: 8th February 1890 

 
Feb-Sep Appears in music hall in Hull (then in Merthyr Tydfil, Birmingham, Leeds, Wigan, Portsmouth, Dover) 

 
‘Hull Daily Mail’: 20th February 1890 

 
 
In 1890, Hezekiah went on the road with his comic sparring act to good acclaim, appearing between 1890 and 1891 at 
the Alhambra Palace Hull, Garcia’s Princes Palace  Leeds, The Gaiety Palace Birmingham, Princes Theatre Bradford, 
Whitechapel Horns Pub Barkingside, The New Alhambra Landport, Victoria Hall Westminster.   
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18 Mar  Frank Young  L pts 3  Sanger’s Circus, Sheffield  

First series – 11st. 4lb. competition 



36 
 

 

                                                                           
‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 19th March 1890 

22 Mar  Dick Gammon  Exh. 3  Sanger’s Circus 

                                                                            
‘Sheffield Daily Telegraph’: 24th March 1890 

 
24 Mar  Felix Scott  Exh. 3  Public Rooms, Jarratt Street, Hull 
 
 

 
 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 25th March 1890 

Apr 

 
‘The Era’: 5th April 1890 

 
10 Jun  ‘an amateur;  Exh. 3  Albion & Paragon gymnasium, Redman’s Road, Mile End 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 12th June 1890 

 
15 Jul  Tom Lawrence  Exh. 3  Horns Public House, Barkingside 
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‘Essex Times’: 16th July 1890 

 
21 Jul  Marriage in St. Ann’s Church, Whitechapel to Bermondsey-born Mary Ann Maddin, aged 31. 
She was born in Ireland. 

 True to her faith, Mary married Hezekiah under the rites of the Roman Catholic Church, and to be a legal marriage as 
such, it was certified by the local civil registrar and two independent witnesses, as Catholic Priests would not be able to 
sign a marriage certificate until 1898. 

This lead to an interesting discovery, as the two witnesses were “Lascoff” and “Mary Humphrey” a married couple. 
Lascoff Humphrey (sometimes John, sometimes Humphreys) was the real name of the Lion Tamer Alicamousa, who 
had gone on tour of the UK after most likely training Hezekiah to take his place at the East London Aquarium. Lascoff 
was originally from St Vincent in the West Indies. Lascoff’s wife, Mary (actually Marian) was, like Hezekiah’s wife, an 
Irish Cockney from South London. 

After his marriage in 1890, Hezekiah went on the road with his comic sparring act to good acclaim, appearing between 
1890 and 1891 at the Alhambra Palace Hull, Garcia’s Princes Palace Leeds, The Gaiety Palace Birmingham, Princes 
Theatre Bradford, Whitechapel Horns Pub Barkingside, The New Alhambra Landport, Victoria Hall Westminster. 
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9 Sep  Dick Gammon  Exh. 3  United Brothers Club, Commercial Street 

 
 

‘The Sporting Life’: 11th September 1890 
 

20 Dec  Dave Burke  Exh. 3  Victoria Hall, Walthamstow 

 
‘The Referee’: 21st December 1890 

 
27 Dec  Jack Field  W pts 4  ‘The Blue Anchor’, Shoreditch 

 
1891 
13 Jan                                   Hospitalised with abscesses in the thigh 

 
‘The Era’: 17th January 1891 

 
23 Feb  George Wilson  Exh. 3  Wells’ Rooms, Bay Street, Leicester  
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‘Leicester Daily Post’: 24th February 1891 

                                                                            
‘The Sporting Life’: 26th February 1891 

23 Mar  Harry Avis  Exh. 3  King’s Arms, Waltham Abbey 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 25th March 1891 

 
18 Jun   Daughter Eliza Margaret Moscow born, in Norton Folgate, London.. 
Jul  Daughter baptised as a Roman Catholic. 
 
By 1891 Hezekiah and Mary were living in a single room in Elder St Whitechapel, in a shared house with the King family, 
the head of which was a Lithographic Printer a pretty reasonable job for a working man, William King was letting or sub-
letting a room in the house to Hezekiah and Mary. 
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https://thelondoni.com 

 
 

22 Sep  Kit Marney  Exh. 3  Deptford 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 24th September 1891 

 
17 Nov  Harry Avis  Exh. 3  Waltham Abbey 

 
 

 
‘Sporting Life’: 14th November 1891 

 
23 Nov  Alf Suffolk  Exh. 3   National Sporting Club, Covent Garden 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 24th November 1891 

 
11 Dec  George Sullivan Exh. 3  Theatre Royal, Colchester 

https://thelondoni.com/
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‘The Sportsman’: 14th December 1891 

 

 
‘The Sporting Life’: 10th December 1891 

 
15 Dec     E. Davey (Belsize BC) Exh. 3 Eyre Arms Assembly Room, St. John’s Wood 

Belsize BC 10th Annual Display 
‘The 10th annual display, on 15th December was considered “much above the average of such 
displays”. Despite the pouring rain, or “unfavourable meteorological surroundings”, in the prose of 
the day, the building was “packed to suffocation.” Between events, the audience was regaled by a 
string band. Belsize novice E. Davey boxed the mysterious Ghing Ghook, a racist ring name for 
Hezekiah Moscow, who had a brief ring career, and disappeared from view leaving behind a wife 
and young baby. Though Caribbean-born Ghook had been the victim of racism, and apocryphal 
stories that he had Chinese ancestry, and used to be a lion tamer, he was a popular performer on 
this Belsize show and later became instructor to the Watford Boxing Club.’ 

‘The Belsize Boxing Club’ by Kevin Batchelor 

 

‘The Sporting Life’: 16th December 1891 

1892 
11 Jan  Bill Cheese  W pts 10 National Sporting Club, Covent Garden 
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‘Edinburgh Evening News’: 12th January 1892 

    

   

                                                                                           
‘The Sporting Life’: 12th January 1892 

25 Jan  Theo Norton  Exh. 3  Co-operative Hall, Ipswich    
  Jack Stevens  Exh. 3  Co-operative Hall, Ipswich 
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‘East Anglian Daily Times’: 26th January 1892 

15 Feb  George Johnson Exh. 3  Exchange Gymnasium, Salisbury Street, Jamaica Road,                                    
Bermondsey 

30 Mar  The last time that Marian saw her husband, Hezekiah Moscow 
 

                                                                                              
The People’; 25th March 1934 

13 Jul 

                                                                                    
‘Sporting Life’: 13th July 1892 

1894 
22 Dec 

 

‘Boxing World and Mirror of Life’: 22nd December 1894 

1895 

Hezekiah Moscow appears in the admission record for his daughter Eliza at George Yard School in 
Whitechapel London, at the time the family were living at 36 White Lion Street, St George, Whitechapel.  (or 
Islington?) 
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White Lion Street, Spitalfields. 1912. London Picture Archive 

 
1896 
8 May 

                                                                 
‘The Sporting Life’: 8th May 1896 

1897 
23 Jun 

    

                                                                                
‘Boxing World and Mirror of Life’: 23rd June 1897 

1901                 
Life went on for Hezekiah’s abandoned family, by 1901 Mary and Eliza were living in Whitechapel in a large tenement 
building split into numerous individual single room flats, containing a bed, table and chairs and fire place, with a shared 
tap and sink on a landing, and probably a privy (toilet) shared by all, outside in the yard, for urgent use there would’ve 
been a “Chamber Pot”, under the bed, otherwise called a “Gazunder” (“Goes Under” the bed), . 

Mary took up work Office Cleaning, what was called a “Char Lady” or simply a “Char” she would have probably had to 
go in either in in the evening after the office workers had left for the day or in the early hours of the morning prior to their 
arrival in the morning, 9 year old Eliza would most likely had been left with neighbours or just on her own in the house 
depending on the shift that Eliza was working. Wages were low, barely survivable, this poverty may have been what 
drove Eliza’s desperate attempt at the advert in the Adelaide Observer, although it is possible that Mary had used Eliza’s 
name as a way of trying to prod Hezekiah’s conscience about abandoning the family. 

1904 

Not to be put off, even after his wife had given up hope of finding him, his daughter Eliza persisted. And in 1904 the 
following advert for Missing Persons was printed in the Adelaide Observer: 
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Quite a sad and forlorn attempt to find her father. Why her plea should have been aimed a Australia is not clear, and I 
can find no reference to Hezekiah being in Australia. 

1908                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 Mary was admitted to Stepney Workhouse Infirmary with a septic wrist, she was a Tailor’s Presser, putting the creases 
into trousers and other clothes, either with an Iron or a steam pressing machine, an occupation that could easily lead to 
burns, which in the less than cleanly environment of Victorian London could easily turn septic. She was in the infirmary 
for just over a week at the end of December 1908 to the end of the first week in January 1909. 
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1910 

 
 

                                                                                
‘Thomson's Weekly News’: 11th June 1910 

 
1911 
As Eliza grew older and was able to work, the lot of her and her mother slightly improved, and in 1911 Eliza was working 
with her mother as a Char Lady Office Cleaning. They managed to find lodgings in a five roomed house in Spitalfields, 
courtesy of a young Jewish Cockney School Teacher named Solomon Aarons and his wife and child. Mary and Eliza 
must have seemed respectable despite their background in poverty, and it’s possible that they may have helped with 
the housework as part payment for their lodgings. It is also possible that having the surname “Moscow” may have lead 
Solomon to believe that they were Jewish, or at least Hezekiah had been, “Moscow” being a commonly adopted name 
by East European Jews coming from Russia. 
In 1918 Mary and Eliza must have been making a respectable living for themselves as we find Mary Registered to vote, 
and a time when most women were unable to. This was not for the Parliamentary Elections, but was for Local 
Government Elections, her qualification seems to have been “Occupation” i.e. she occupied a premises that made her 
eligible to vote, even as a lodger in a house of a high enough rateable value, she could qualify if she paid enough rent. 

1921 
Mary and Eliza were separated, Mary being a patient in the Infirmary of the Hackney Workhouse and Eliza living in a 
three room flat in Stoke Newington in the East End. It seems likely to me that the two had been living together until Mary 
fell ill and needed to go to the Infirmary, so I don’t believe she was an “inmate” as such, and is described as a “Patient”, 
as well as this, Eliza is described as “Daughter” on the census which is crossed through and replaced with “Head” as 
well as the address being listed as being inhabited by a “Mrs” Moscow, all seeming to point to their separation being a 
temporary one. Mary was still a Char working for an Oil Broker’s firm in the City of London (the central business and 
finance district) and Eliza was a Housekeeper (one level above a cleaner) for a Colliery Proprietor also in the City of 
London. 
 
1938 
In 1938, at the mature age of 47, Eliza married a 59 year old Postman named Henry Frederick Thompson from Bethnal 
Green. Henry was a War Veteran who had served in the Seaforth Highlanders in the Boer War, and The London 

https://timedetectives.blog/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/the_observer_1904_11_26_35.jpg
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Regiment in the First World War, when he was wounded in action. Taking his pension Henry and Eliza moved to Dartford 
in Kent, a semi-rural part of Kent at the time.  
 
1939 
It also seems that they took Eliza’s Mum Mary with them, as she died in Dartford in 1939. 
 
1949 
Ten years later in 1949 Henry died.  
 
1968 
Eliza carried on living in Kent, eventually dying there in 1968. Eliza had been born at the height of the Victorian age, to 
a Celebrity West Indian Boxer and Lion Tamer, had looked after her mother after her father abandoned them, lived 
through the Boer war, and two World Wars, seeing first Zeppelins bombing London, then V1 Rockets raining down on 
Kent during the Blitz. When she was born travel was by Horse and Steam power, by the time she died there were men 
travelling to space. As far as we know, she never discovered what happened to her father Hezekiah Moscow 
 
Who was Hezekiah Moscow?   
My theory is that Hezekiah Moscow was, most likely, “Ezekiah Mascoe”. I believe his surname was Mascoe, but sounded 
like Moscow to the Cockney ear when said with a Jamaican accent. I’ve come to this conclusion through purely 
circumstantial evidence, there is no direct evidence whatsoever as to who he was, so we are left with speculation. 
The circumstantial evidence is that there is a concentration of an Afro-Caribbean Family from St Andrew’s, Stoney Hill, 
Kingston, Jamaica, and although the evidence for this is circumstantial, I believe that this was Hezekiah’s family of 
origin. The surname Mascoe, and the Christian name “Ezekiah” (Hezekiah) was prominent within that family at exactly 
the time that Hezekiah was born and on through the time when he was most famous. Interestingly it seems that there 
were not always birth records for all births, perhaps because of illegitimacy, for children born in the 1860s, some only 
turning up in the records when they married, and my theory is that Hezekiah was one of these. A number of men in the 
family joined the British Army and traveled abroad, and some eventually came to England in later years.  

Where did Hezekiah End Up? 
Interestingly a few of the men from the Mascoe family went to work in America, and one at least worked in the Docks 
around New York around the time that Hezekiah was rumoured to have been there working as a Dockside Policeman. 
For my money that is where he came from, and perhaps he did die, as per the later rumours, penniless and destitute in 
New York. 
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2025 

21 Feb A TV drama, ‘A Thousand Blows’, set in the 1880s East End, and loosely based on the boxing life of 
Hezekiah Moscow, using research by Sarah Elizabeth Cox is streamed by Disney+ 

‘Created by Steven Knight, and starring Malachi Kirby, Stephen Graham and Erin Doherty, the drama 
is set in the 1880s East End and very loosely inspired by the real characters of Hezekiah Moscow 
(Kirby), Alec Munroe (Francis Lovehall) and Sugar Goodson (Graham). Alongside the male boxing 
cast are a crew of badass lady pickpockets and swindlers based on the real 19th and 20th century 
gang, the Forty Thieves or Forty Elephants, led by Mary Carr (Doherty). 

I am the boxing historian, or historical consultant on the show. I am also the first person (that I know 
of!) to have researched and publicly written on Moscow and Munroe, and the rights to this research 
were bought by the production company, used by the writers, and read by some of the actors. I 
provided detailed feedback on many iterations of every episode’s scripts, trying to ensure historical 
accuracy within reason.  

It is, however, a drama, not a documentary. The storylines and many biographical details for the men 
portrayed have been dreamt up by the brilliant A Thousand Blows creative team. The inspiration 
comes from real lives. Sugar Goodson, Treacle Goodson, Munroe, Moscow, Punch Lewis, Mary Carr, 
were real people.’  

Sarah Elizabeth Cox 
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Boxing record: Total 113: W17 - L23 - D1 - Exh.72 
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